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PREFACE 


HE following Diſcourſe is defined to 

be an Apology for, or in plainer Eu- 

gliſd, a Defence of an Ordain'd Mi- 

miſty, u , my by giving, their 

„ ao, it 

* lay — wo Pa Ml gr take —_ their . 
And ſurely all Miniſters have Reaſon, not o 
Juſtify; but even to maguify their Office ; for Griſt 
himſelf hath ſaid, He that receiveth oever 
I ſend, receiveth me, And, he that deſpiſeth John 18. 
you, deſp iſeth me, — and him that ſent me. Sor 
that the Cauſe of the Miniſtry is the Cauſe of Chrift, e 10. 

But I have need of Pardon for my Manner of plead- 
ing their Cauſe, that I have YE it ſo weakly. And 
1 am uot without Hope, that ſome of thoſe that are 
more able, will do it better ; and that this Eſſay of 
mine will be an Occafion of ſtirring them up to it, 

I would alſo make my ApoJogy for dealing ſo as 
1 do with thoſe whom 1 plead 4 oral, calling * 
Browniſts more than once, mar, 

againſt their Principles, —— a" 2 fm th arp and 
harſh to thoſe whom I endeavour to convince, and it 
ay be to ſome others. 

As to the firſt, though it were much to be wiſhed, 
that all Names of Parties might be for ever abo- 
liſhed, all now being of one Mind, and ſpeaking 
the ſame Things ; yet it is not to be hoped for in our 
Days. Aud it ſerme needful that Names of Diſtin- 
ction ſhould be ſometimes uſed, even ſuch as are ta- 
ken from Men. So we read in Scripture, not only 
of Phariſees, but Sadducees, Herodians, aud Ni- 
colaitans ; and in all 4 ges, as there have been Sects, 


Ry and Diviſions Wh Chriſtians, ſo thers 
A 3 have 


— 


have been Names to diſtinguiſh them one from another, 
Such*Democratical Principles, as, tend to overthrow 


Synodi at Paris, and others might have been" before him in 
3. c. 2 "it." However, certainly he was a great Aſſerter, and 
earneſt Promoter of ſuch democratical Principles. J 
will give ſome Account of their Principles in the Words 
Neal's H of a late learned Miter. They not only renounced 
fory cs © Communion with the Church of England, hut with 
ew En- © all other Proteſtant Churches, except ſuch as ſhould 
F 6 be of the ſame Model with their own. The Form 
Fe f Government which they ſet up amongſt them- 
** ſelves was Democratical. H/hen a Church was 
© to be gathered, ſuch as deſired to be Members of it, 
* made a Confeſſion of their Faith before one another, 
and figned a Covenant, by which they obliged them- 
< ſelves to walk together in the Order ef the Goſpel. 
*© The whole Power of admitting and excluding Mem- 
bers, with the deciding all Controverfies, was in 
* the Brotherhood. Their Church Officers were cho- 
* ſen-out from among themſelves for preaching the 
* Word, and taking' Care of the Poor; and ſepa- 
© rated to their ſeveral Offices, by Faſting and Pray- 
er, and the Impoſition of the Hands of ſome of 
ce the. Brethren.” Ju the ſame Place, | the Reader 
may ſee a much fuller Account both of Mr. Brown, 

and the Browniſts. Nn 
And as I did not deviſe, nor firſt uſe the Name 
Browniſts, but it hath been in common Uſe much above 
an hundred Years ; fo I call no Man by that. Name, nor 
any Party of Men, but only thoſe that hold ſuch Princi- 
ples againſt an ordained Miniftry,as I have endeavour d 
5 #0 diſprove. Theſe were the Principles of the Ancient 
| Browniſts, y whomſcever they are now revived. 
1 Some that have been called Independents, but rather 
ealted themſelves Congregational, have. held ſome 
WON EA Things 
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The PREFACE. * 
Things which I can't aſſent to; but they are far from 
the Browniſts, for the chief, and moſt of them both 
here, and in New England are, as I underſtand, - 
for a Miniſtry ordained in a ſucceſſive Way, by thoſe 
that have been ordained before them. In this they 
agree with thoſe that are called Presbyterians. And 
many Precbyterians do not rhink that claſſical, provin- 
cial, national, and oecumenical Synods, and Appeals 
from the Lower to the Higher are of divine Right ; 
and herein they agree with the Congregational : So that 
1 ſcarcely know wherein many that are called Pres- 
byterians, and others that are called Congregational, dif- 
fer from one another. And many of the Epiſcopal 
are for treating the Diſſenters not with the Force of 
penal Laws, but with Reaſon and Argument, and 
own the Need of a further Reformation; and Mr. 
Bingham” hath propoſed a Method, viz the Leſſen- Orig. Ec- 
ing of Dioceſes; which, if done, as far as it may des . 9. 
be by their own Principles, will le the moſt likely c. 8. 
Means of uniting all Proteſtants. So that there is 
more Hope than there hath been of a nearer Union and 
Agreement of all Parties among us. And this is that 
which my Soul defires, as that which will be for the 
Glory of God, and the Salvation of innumerable Souls, 
and will make Nations happy and eaſy ; and this is 


a that which I have aimed at in all that I have writ- 
f ten: I would do nothing againſt Truth, and Peace, 
/ but all I can for them. 
L It is on this Account that I have endeavonur'd to con- 
fute ſome Opinions of the Browniſts, in which they 
Y are followed by many that are called Independents, who 
e yet do not follow them in their ſound Doftrine of Re- 
or pentance, and Faith ; but with their Principles againſt 
i- an ordain'd Miniſtry, oft jon Antinomian, and o- 
'd ther Errors: For theſe Things will not conſiſt with 
ut either Truth, or Peace. But I have endeavoured 
| to uſe no Sharpneſs or Harſhneſs, even againſt theſe, 
er that was not neceſſary ; yet I have not always at- 
We tained what I aimed at, and deſire Pardon for my 
dale want 
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want of Wiſdom, or any other faulty Cauſe, which it 
might. have proceeded from, But generally they are 
only the Principles that I treat ſo harſhly, on Account 
of the Conſequences of them. 1 not avoid 
noting the ſad Inferences to be made on this Head, 
and urging the beſt Arguments I could to free Mens 
Minds from ſuch pernicious Errors, viz. that they 
will not ſtand with the Peace and Unity of the Church, 
but will always cauſe Diviſions, and hinder Bro- 
therly Love among Chriſtians ; and that they are the 
very Principles, which Korah and his Company went 
upon; and that they take away an ordained Miniſtry; 
as Korah did a conſecrated Prieſthood. "7 
Eccleſ. | I find the pious aud learned Dr. Cotton Mather, 
Hiſtory of ſaying, That ſome among them, enumerating 
New En- the troubleſome and ſcandalous Things that had 
gland, 1.7. diſturbed them in New England, have com- 
©** plained of a Crime which they have diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the Name of Corahiſm, or that litigious 
and levelling Spirit, with which the Separation 
I. 3. c. z. bad been ſome Time leayened. Aud Mr. Wil- 
| ſon of Boſton, being ask'd in his laſt Sickneſs, 
by many Miniſters who were, on Occaſion of the 
anniverſary Election for the Government of the 
Colony, come together from all Parts, to de- 
clare ſolemnly what he thought might be the Sins 
which provoked the Diſpleaſure of God againſt 
the Country, the firſt he mentioned was Corahiſm. 
1 will mention one Paſſage more of the very worthy 
Dr. Mather : I muſt, without fear of oftending, 
expreſs my Fear that the Leaven of that rigid 
Thing, they call Broumiſm, has prevailed ſome- 
times a little of the fartheſt in the Adminiſtrations 
of this pious People. Yea, there was an Hour of 
Temptation, wherein the Fondneſs of the People 
for the Propheſyings of the Brethren, wiz. the 
Preachments of thoſe whom they called gifted 
Brethren, _ produc'd thoſe Diſcouragements to 
their Miniſters, that almoſt all the Miniſters * 
3 5 the 
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the Colony, apprehending themſelves driven awa 
by the unſupportable Negle&, and Contempt with 
which the People on this Occafion treated them. 


And this dark Hour of Eclipſe upon the Light of 
the Goſpel, inthe Churches of the Colony, continu. 


ed till their Humiliation, and Reformation, before 
the great Shepherd of the Sheep; who hath fince 
then blefled them with a Succeſſion of as worthy Mi- 
niſters, as moſt in the * 
' By theſe Paſſages we ſee how the Principles of Browniſm 
enclined thoſe, who were at all leavened with them, to ſlight 
the worthieſt Miniſters, aud their painful Labours ; and to 
magnify what was ſpoken by Laymen, oft in Oppoſition to 
their Miniſter 5. b | 
Mi ſee further, by what bath been ſaid, that in the Judg- 
ment of many worthy Congregational Miniſters, People may 
be guilty of Corahiſm, by oppoſing their Miniſters ; but then 
ſarely they are much more ſo, when they would wholly take 
away an ordained Miniſtry, which Chriſt bath appoint- 
ed, And be bath never appointed, or diretied Laymen ta 
malle Churches, or Miniſters. | 
I have much endeavoured to find out the true State of the 
Queſtion berween the Brownilts, and other Proteſtants ; 
and I think they agreed in the main Dofrines of Faith, and 
Godlineſs. But the Browniſts were for a Democracy in the 
Church, as much as the Athenians ere for it in the State, 
and ſomething more. And pot bly they took up ſuch Princi- 
ples, to go as far as might be from thoſe, by whom they ſuf- 
fered bard and grievous Things. Surely Oppreſſion oft 
maketh evex a wiſe Man mad. And in ſuch a Caſe, it is 
uo wonder, if People, flying from one Extream, run into an- 
other that is as bad, or worſe 5 and one Error draws on 
and follows another, like Links in a Chain. And ſo the Se- 
paration of the Browniſts ſeems to have ariſen from their 
Democratical Principles, Agreeably to theſe they thought no 
Churches righily — — but their un, becauſe all others 


bad ordained Miniſters; and a Church uas nothing but Plebs Cyprian, 
Sacerdoti adunita, a Flock under the Care of a Shepberd, Ep. 69. 

and were net made by Laymen entring into Covenant with Edit. Pa- 
one another, nor ruled by the Brethren, nor their Miniſters mel. 


made by them. Thergfore they would have no Communion 


with them ; but thought they ought to come out from a. 2 Cor. 6. ll | d 
Bs. oh - AS the Apoſtle calls 17. 3 


mong them, and be 
Chriſtians to be from Jews, and Heathens, 


Theſe 


Eccleſ. 7, 
7 . 
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The PREFACE 

Theſe Principles of the Brownifts I bave endeuvour A to 
weigh in the Balance of the Sanftuary, i. e. to try the Truth 
of them, hy the Word of God. To this End, I haue thought it 
xfficient to open the Texty, which are commonly brought for 

them, and to ſhew that no ſuch Things can be proved thence. 
It will be ſaid, and I grant that many of the Browniſts 
of Old, and many that have ſince taken up ſome of their Prin- 
ciples, were, and are good Men ; and for this Reaſon, many 


follow them. But good Men are to be followed onſy in that 


which ir good. If a Man would allow bimſelf in all the Evil: 
that any good Men have been guilry'of, be miiſt be one of the 
worſt of Men; and ſo be muſt, if he will embrace all the 
Errors, that any good Men have fallen into. But it muſt be 
remembred there have been, and are good Men, that are for 
an ordained Miniſtry, and more than have been hep it 
ten to one, and perhaps ten Thouſand to one,” if we reckon 
from the Apoſiles Times tilt our Dart. 
But as good Men may err, ſo when they have been led into 
an Error, by thoſe whom they eſteem, and value themſelves 
much on the Account of their Opinions, and think others far 


from the right Way ; they can hardly bear with Patience t 


bave their Errors confuted, and are apt to be moſt provoked, 
ben it is moſt effectually done, and the Evil of it moſt clear. 
ly man iſeſted. A ſore Place ſmayts moſt when proper Reme- 
dies are uſed to cure it. 1 8 that moſt clearly diſco- 
ver Error, and ſbew it to be what indeed it is, can moſt 
hardly be born, by thoſe that are reſolved to bold it. This i; 
the common Frailty and Infirmity of Mankind, and oft 


mixes it ſelf with Zeal for Religion, and Truth. This ſhould 


move all to he very calm and conſiderate, weighing what is 
ſaid on both ſides with an equal Balance, and with Impartiali- 
ty. And it ſhould move thoſe, whom ] argue againſt, that they 
go againſt the Judgment and Praftice of the whole Chriſtian 
Church, in all Ages, who have had an ordained Miniſtry, 
and bold it neceſſary. And ſeeing they have left ſome of the 
Brownilſts Errors (for very few hold them all) ] hope they 
will leave more of them, and not be angry at me for endea- 
wouring to diſcover, and diſprove them; but rather that they, 
and others that may read this, will pray for me, and for them- 
ſelves, that both I and they may know the Truth, and in all 
Things prattiſe according to it. T will only add; that Perſons 
may be Congregational, and yet not Brownifts, Levellers of 
the Church, nor Enemies to an ordained Miniſtry; and many 
are ſo: And the following Diſcourſe may ſerve for aVindica- 
tion of Perſons of ſuch Principles, from all ſuch Charges. 
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DEFENCE 


OP AN 
Ordained Miniſtry. 
a mappen a 


CHAP. I. 


EO I ſpeak to what ISect. 1. 
= I ORE 8 chiefly nt, I will premiſe 


1 a few Things, that the State 
8 LE 5 8 of the Controverſy may be 


2 N CRE 8 the better underſtood. 
Pi V4 I. A Church is a Congre- 
gation, or Aſſembly of Chri- 
ſtians, that meet together for the Worſhip of 
God. The Word Exxancle, Eccleſia, entfies 
a Congregation, and is always taken in this 
Senſe in the New Teſtament, except when it 
ſignifies all true Chriſtians, who ſhall be ga- 
thered together to Chriſt, at the laſl Day; or 
all profefled Chriftians on Earth. But thoſe 
whom I argue with, fully agree! that a Church 


is a Congregation. 
B II. There 


e | 
A DEFENCE of an © 

II. There have been many Churches, or 
worſhipping Congregations, in all Ages, ever 
ſince the Pouring out of the Spirit at the Day 
of Pentecoſt; there are ſuch, and there will 
be, and ought to be ſuch, to the End of the 
World. And theſe may be multiplied ſo, that 
all Nations and Provinces may have many of 
them, and all Chriſtians may be Members of 
ſome of them; and this is to be deſired and 
endeavoured. | 

II. There is a Power in ſome or other to 
form new Churches, where there are none, 
which is the Caſe in very many Infidel Na- 
tions; and to reform Churches that are al- 
tered, or fallen from that Order, in which 
they were ſettled by the Apoſtles, according 
to the Will of Chriſt. None can have Power 
to alter Churches, in what they are well ſet- 
tled, or to overthrow that Order which Chriſt 
has appointed. But ſome muſt have Power 
to preach to, and convert, and baptize Infi- 
dels ; to form them into Churches, to rule 
them, and to ſettle a Miniſtry in them ; and 
reform them, not by worldly, but ſpiritual 
Power. | 

IV. The Queſtion to be diſcuſſed is, H/he- 
| ther an ordained Miniſtry, or Laymen have this 
| Power ? This one would think ſhould be no 
Queſtion, but ſome have made nothing of 
an ordained Miniſtry, and put all Power in 
the Church into the Hands of Laymen, and 
fuch Minifters as they make. 

By an ordained Mixiſtry, in the Queſtion 
propoſed, I mean ſuch as have been ordained 
in a ſucceſſive Way, by ſuch as have been 
Elders before them. For underſtanding this, 
I take it for certain, 
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1. That in the Apoſtles Times, Elders, or 
Biſhops were ordained, by the Apoſtles, or 
by thoſe that had been ordained by or from 
them, by laying on of their Hands, on a Day 


of Faſting and Prayer. 


2. That there ought to have been an unin- 
terrupted Succeſſion of regular Ordination 
in all Ages to this Day. 

3. That there hath been a Miniſtry ordain- 
ed in a ſucceſſive Way in all Ages, and Chri- 
ſtian Nations. And if the Manner of Ordi- 
nation hath not been regular, and if in any 
rare Caſe it hath been interrupted in any Age, 


it is not our Fault, we cannot help it, but 


muſt make the beſt of that which is. And 
that this hath heen the Judgment of the Re- 
formed Churches, hath appeared by their 


conſtant Practice. 
By Laymen I mean Chriftians that are not 
Miniſters; ſuch we in England commonly call 


the Laity, or Lay People: Not by Way of 


Reproach, or Diſgrace, or undervaluing of 


them, when they keep in their Places, but 


meerly for Diſtinction ; atleaſt I doſo; And 
if I ſhould call them Brethren, or Saints, ſtill 
it muſt be remembered, that I do not take 
thoſe Words in the largeſt Senſe, but ſpeak 
only of private Chriſtians, as diſtinguiſh'd 
from Miniſters ; and ſhall oft have Occaſion to 
ſpeak of Men, as diſtinguiſh'd from Women 


and Children. So that poſſibly Laymen is the 


moſt diſtinctive Term I could uſe. But where- 
as Chriſtian Rulers and Magiftrates are Part 
of the Laity in the Church, I do not ſpeak 
of them, nor enquire what Power they have, 
or ought to have in the Church; but I ſpeak 
of Laymen of a private Condition in the 


World. a 
B 2 V. If 
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V. If Laymen have tlie forementioned 
Power, certainly they have it as Chriſtians, 
not as private Chriſtians; and if fo, Mini- 
ers muſt ſhare with them in it, for they are 
Chriſtians, and were, in the Apoſtles Lan- 
guage, Brethren and Saints, no leſs than the 
other, but more eminently ſo. But if Mini- 
ſters have ſuch Power, lure they have it as Mi- 
niſters; and ſo they alone have it, and the 
Laity are excluded. 

VI. We muſt learn from Scripture only, to 
whom this Power is committed, and with 
whom it is entruſted. If Laymen have this 
Power de Jure, they had it in the Apoſtles 
Days, and it is recorded in the New. Teſta- 
ment. Chriſt hath never given any new Pri- 
vileges to his Miniſters, or People, ſince that 
Time. 
Councils, or Schoolmen, - or later Writers, 
they are all fallible, and may miſlead us ; fo 
that we muſt follow noue of them, any fur- 
ther than they follow Scripture. And thoſe 
that have pleaded the Cauſe of Laymen, have 
argued from Scripture only, or chiefly, as far 


as I have ſeen; and I think they have done 


well in ſo doing. 

But if we go to Scripture, it ſeems plain, 
at the hr View, that Miniſters have all Pow- 
er in the Church. As Chrift had command- 
ed his Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel, to baptize 


thoſe that were converted, and then to teach 


them to obſerve all Thing that be had commanded 

them; and promiſed to be with them, and with 
thoſe that: ſhbuld. fiiceced them in the Work 
of the Miniſtry, to the End of the World: So 


the Apoſtles, and other Miniiters, whom they 


ordained, preached, baptized, taught the Bap- 
tized in publick Allemblies, adminiſtred the 
1 E. Lord's 


And 'tis in vain to go to Fathers, or 
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Lord's Supper to ſuch of them as they jud 

fit for ie. el new Members by — 
tiſm, caſt out thoſe that were ſcandalous, when 
it was needful ſo to do; and ordained other 
Miniſters, when there were Men found qua- 
lified for that Work, and there was Occaſion 
for ordaining. But Laymen did none of theſe 
Things. 

But we muſt more particularly conſider the Sed. Ii. 
Powers aſcribed to Laymen. 

_ Firſt, Whether Laymen may make Church- 

es? And he that affirms they may, muſt prove 
it; and we need only conſider the Proof that 
is brought. | 

1. Some ſay that Churches can no other- 
wiſe be formed, but by a mutual Confede- 
ration, or covenanting of thoſe that are to 
be the Members of them; and ſo a Cove- 
nant is the very Form of a Church, and eſ- 
ſential to it. 

This may be true of ſuch Societies as 
are meer Clubs, which Men enter into of 
their own Will and Pleaſure ; but it is not 
true of ſuch as are ſettled by divine or human 
Laws. The Church of the Samaritans, which 
met at their Temple at Mount Gerixim, was 
a Society formed by the mutual Agreement 
of the Members of it. And the Church of 
the ten Tribes, that met at Dan and Bethel, 
was of the ſame Nature, though headed by 
Jeroboam the Son of Nebat, and many ſucceed- 
ing Kings; the People willingly walked after the Hol. 5. 11. 
Commandment. But the Church of 1ſrael, that 
met at the Tabernacle, and afterward at the 
Temple, did not make themſelves a Church, 
by a mutual Covenant at their own Will; 
but God made them a Church, by appoint- 
ing them Prieſts and Levites, and a Place 

85 where 
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where they ſhould meet together to worſhip 
him. | 
If we come to the Times of the New Tef- 
tament, the Congregations of the Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks were formed by an Agree- 
ment of the Members to make themſelves 
fach ; it was their Will and Pleaſure ſo to do, 
and they agreed together about it. But the 
true Churches of Chrift were ſettled by the 
Apoſtles, according to the Will of Chrift. 
They aflembled them together whilſt they 
were with them, and ordained a Miniſtry for 
them, who ſhould do the ſame when they were 
ne; and the Laity were only to be ſubject 
ro theſe their Rulers in the Lord. 

If we come to later Times, yea, to our own 
Days, how many hundreds, yea thouſands 
of Epiſcopal and Presbyterian Churches are 
there, which have continued from Age to 
Age ? and yet they never knew, nor heard 
of any Covenant, by which they made them- 
ſelves Churches. So that 'tis ſtrange, that 
any, that know this, ſnould make a Covenant 
ſo neceſſary and eſſential to the Being of a 
Church, that there can be none where that 
is not. And ſome of thoſe that firſt aſſerted 
the Church Covenant, ſaid that theſe which I 
have mentioned, were no true Churches, be- 
cauſe they were never gathered in ſuch a 
Way as theirs were, nor made Churches by a 
Covenant. Others fince have allow'd them 
to be Churches, becauſe though there be not 
an explicit Covenant, yet there is Conſent, 
which is an implicit one. But as this is no 
true Plea, fo 1 hope it will appear it is a 
needleſs one. All Chriftians are, as Iſrael of 
old, the People of God in Covenant with him; 
and Sacraments are the Signs and Tokens of 
IT 
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it (and have been ſo in all Ages) and bound 
by him to obey, and ſubmit to Miniſters. But 
what Proof there is, that there have been 
Church- making Covenants from the Begin- 
ning, we are further to conſider. 

But if it ſhould be proved that every 
Church in the Apoſtles Times, had a Cove- 
nant by which it was bound together, this 
will not prove that Laymen had any Power in 


making or ruling Churches. For a Church 


was both a worſhipping and governed Socie- 
ty ; and had Biſhops, or Elders, or Paſtors, 
who were to perform the Duties of God's 
Worſhip, in which the People were to join 
with them, and the Paſtors were the Pars 
regens, or Rulers, and the People the Pars ſub- 
dita, or Subjects in the Society. Now if 
there was a Covenant, it is moſt likely it 
ſhould have been between theſe two Parts ; 
and that the Paſtors ſhould have promiſed 


with all Diligence to feed the Flock, over 


which the Holy Ghoſt had ſet them; and the 
People ſhould have promiſed to be ſubje& to 
their Paſtors. But ſuch a Covenant would 
not ſhew that Laymen had Power to rule, but 
that it was their Duty to be ſubject. And this 
agrees very well with thoſe plain Places of 
Scripture, where they are taught, and com- 
manded, to know thoſe that labour among them, i Thef 5. 
and are over them in the Lord; to obey them that 12. 
have the Rule over them, and ſubmit themſelves, Heb. 13. 
for they watch for their Souls ; and to other the & : 
like Places. What Chriſt commanded by his . 
Apoſtles, the Chriſtian Laity no doubt would 
conſent ro ; they would be ſubje& to their 
Paſtors, whom Chriſt appointed to be Rulers 
over them ; but not to Laymen, who were 
their Fellows. However, this was their plain 

_ ER Rs | But 
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Sekt. III. But I muſt conſider the Places which arc 
brought to prove the Church- making Cove- 
nant. 

The Firft is, Acts 5. 13. And of the Reſt 

durſt no Man join himſelf ts them. 485 | 
1? They would have us think that the Church ; 
_ : of Jeruſalem was begun by ſome Laymen, p 
| entring into Covenant with one another ; but ö 
now of the reſt no Man durſt enter into this 1 
Covenant. 1 
But how clear is it that the Church of t 
' Jeruſalem was begun in a very different Way? t 
The Apoftles were made Miniſters by Chriſt, a 
they preached, converted, and baptized ma- b 
ny, taught them, miniſtred the Lord's Sup- it 
per to them, and ruled them. Theſe Things | 
are plain in the Add; but there is not a Word ti 
of any Covenant which Laymen entred into fl 


L 
of their Pleaſure, nor any Thing like it. th 
The Text I am conſidering is the firſt and on- or 
1y Place, as to this Church, brought to prove th 
the Laymens Covenant. | by 

Bat if thoſe Words, to them, did fignify to pe 
the Church; yet the Church could not ſigni- ie 
nify Laymen only. The Apoſtles were Mem- tri 


bers of the Church, and principal Members the 
of it, the Pars Regens. And if it had been the 
Taid, No Man durſt join himſelf to the Church, or the 


Congregation, this would be no Proof of a wa: 
Covenant, unleſs that was the only Way that ded 
a Man could join himſelf to a Congregation. Met 
But how many Thouſands of Congregations ſur 
may a Man join himſelf to, without making unc 
a Covenant with the Laity, in any of them, the 
or hearing of any ſuch Thing as a Church- 8 


making Covenant? | 
But the Words, to them, mean the Apo- ma 
Ales; they were the Perſons that none of we the 
5 | re * 
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Teſt diirſt join themſelves to. This is plain 
From the Context, if we read, vey. 12, * 75 
together, ver. 12. And by the Hand; of t 
Apoſtles were many Signs and Wonders wrought, 
among the People ; and they were all with one ac- 
cord in Solomon's Porch, ver. 13, And of the 
veſt durſt no Man join himſelf to them, but the 
People m — them. So that if the Joining, 
ſpoken of, was entring into the Church, the 
Words will not prove that which they are 
brought for, but rather the contrary, viz. 
that Poopte entred into that Church, not by 
. any Covenant with the Laymen in it, but by 
being joined to * Apoſtles, the Paſtors of 
it. So chap. 2. 4 

But the Words do not ſeem to ſpeak of en- 
krieg into the Church, but of ——— to 
fach Power in it as the Apoftles had. Why 
mould any be afraid to hear the Apoftles > 
or to deſire or receive the Sacrament from 
them ? if they were approved, and admitted. 
by them to partaks of it? The more it ap- 


to pear d, by the judgment inflicted upon Ana- 
- nias, and Sapphira, that the Apoſtles were the 
n- true Miniſters of God, whom he ound; 
rs the more would Pe ople be Ln) to follow * 
en them, and deſire to be tauglit and guided by 


or them. And the next Words * us that it 
f 2 was ſo, ver. 14. And Believers were the more ad. 
nat ded to the Lord, multitudes both of Men and b 
on. men. And if they were added to the Lord, 
ons ſurely they were added to the Apoſtles, to de 
ing under their Care and Government ; and to 
em, che Church, to be Members of it. 8 
So that the Words, No Man durſt join um- 
ſelf to the Apoſtles, muſt mean, no Man durſt 
take himſelf equal to them, or pretend to 
the like Power | 1 the * chat they had, 


of 
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or to ſhare with them in it. They left the 


Government of the Church 1 to them, 


and durſt do no otherwiſe. And thus the 
Text hath been underſtood by ſome good In- 
terpreters, perhaps. by the. moſt, and beſt. 
By this one might pes, that as in rael, Ro- 
rah and his Company ſaid to Moſes and Aaron; 


Numb 16. Te. take too much upon jou, ſeeing all the Congrega- 


5. 


Sect. IV. 


tien are holy every one of them, and the Lord is 
among them; wherefore then lift you up your ſelyes 
above the Congregation of the Lord? So there 
were ſome in the Church of Jeruſalem, that 
were ready to charge the Wehle with taking 
too much upon them, or to join themſelves 
to them, and claim a Share with them in the 
Power of governing the Church, which they 
alone exerciſed. But theſe levelling Spirits 
were aw'd by the Death of Ananias, and Sap- 
Ich who poſlibly might have been of rags 

arty. 

But whoſoever the reſt ſpoken of were, or 
for what Reaſon ſoever they durſt not join 


themſelves to the Apoſtles, here is nothing of 


aymens covenanting with one another to 
make themſelves a Church. 
The ſecond Scripture which, is brought to 
prove this Power of Laymen, is 2 Cor. 8. 5. 
They firſt gave their own ſelves to the Lord, and 


to u by the Will of God. "This is the Place 


which is brought by all, as far as I have 


ſeen; and the only one that is brought by 


ſome for this Purpoſe; But they oft cite it 


falſely, they gave themſelves. to the Lord, and to 


one another. And theſe Words, 0 one another, 
they put in a different Character, as if they 


were the Words of Scripture, and ſome have 


thought they were ſo. Thus they take away 


from Scriptuxe what is in it, and add to it 


x - what 


fic 
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what is not in it; both which are great and 
dangerous Faults: And their taking ſuch a 
bad Oourſe, is a probable Evidence, that it 
is a bad Cauſe which they maintain. 

If they ſay, they gave themſelves to us, ſig- 
nifies and means, they gave themſelves to one 
another; this is, I think, a wreſting of Scrip- 
ture, putting a Force on it, to make it ſpeak 
what it does not mean. The Apoſtle had ſaid 
in the Verſe before this; - Praying us with much 
entreaty, that we ſhould receive the Gift. Nou 
if any ſhould ſay they did not pray the Apo- 
ſtle, and his Aſſiſtants, who were Miniſters, 
but pray d one another to receive the Gift ; would 
not this be to pervert the Words of Scrip- 
ture? So when Luke ſays of the People of Me- 
lita, or Malta; They ſbewed us no y; tele Kind- ag, 28. 
ne fs, — honoured us with many Honours, and laded 2, 10, 
us with ſuch Things as were neceſſary ; if any 
ſhould ſay the Meaning is, not that they did . 
fo to Luke,- and Paul, and others that were of 
Paul's Company; but they ſhewed Kindneſs to, 
honoured, and laded one another: Would this 
be to interpret Scripture, or to pervert it? 
But ſurely thoſe that deal thus with Scrip- 
rure, are to be reproved. 

But it may be uſeful a little further to con- 
fider the Words. The Perſons that gave them- 
ſebves to the Lord, were the Churches of Ma- 
cedonia, ver; 1. i.e, the Chriſtians of Philippi, 
Ti beſſalonica, and Berea, three Churches. 

r When the Apoſtle ſays, They gave themſelves 
1 to the Lord, as they did at their Baptiſm, and 
, tous, by us, I think it clear he does not mean 
one another. Nor does he join the Corin- 
thians with himſelf, and mean they gave them- 
ſelves to me, and you Chriſtians in Corinth. 
Why ſhould the 3 of three Churches, 
| 2 in 
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in Macedonia, give themſelves to the Chriſti- 
ans of one Church, in Achaia, 200 Miles off 
And at the. Time the Apoſtle ſeems to ſpeak 
of, the Corinthians were not Chriſtians. 'There- 
fore when he ſays: They gave themſelves to us, 
he ſpeaks of himſelf, and Timothy, both which 
join d in Writing this Epiſtie, as we ſee, chap, 
1. ver. 1. And they, with Silas, preached 
firſt at Philippi, Ace 16. then at Theſſalonica, 
after that, at Berea. So theſe Chriſtians, in 
Macedonia, firſt in one Place, then in another, 
gave themſelves to the Lord, and to their Mi- 
niſters. And ſeeing they did this, by the 
Will of God, we may infer that Chriftians 
ſhould give themſelves, and be ſubject to 
their Miniſters: So that this Place is very 
proper to prove the Power of Miniſters over 
the Laity, but it ſeems ſtrange that any 
ſhould bring it to prove a Power of the Laity 
above, and ac 57 the Miniſtry : For ſuch a 
Power they muſt have, if they can make 


Churches, and Miniſters, and govern both. 


Bur if the Place forementioned, ſpeaks of a 
Covenant of Laymen, it was a Covenant 
made with their Miniſters, by which they 
gave themſelves to them ; which ſurely im- 
ports an Engagement to be ſubject to them, 
and ruled by them. If a Perſon enter into 
a Family, no Covenant with the Members of 
it is implied, but only with the Governors; 


ſo tis as to all other Societies, except ſuch as 


Men enter into of their meer Pleaſure. There 
all are equal, till they are pleaſed to make to 
themſelves Rulers, for what Purpoſes, and 
with what Power they think good; bur 
1 0 00 and their Order, are appointed by 
Inrin. 8 
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By what hath been already ſaid, I think it Sed. v. 
appears, Alas 
I. The Primitive Churches were not only 
Congregational, but alſo Parochial, #. e. they 
were not Congregations any way made up 
at the Pleaſure of Men, but orderly Socie- 
ties ſettled by the Apoſtles, -according to the 
Will of Chrift: And the Chriſtians in a 
Place or Neighbourhood, Tlaywxie, a Pariſh, 
as the Antients call'd it, made the Church of 
that Place; and ſo Churches are denomi- 
nated from the Places. 'The Churches of 
Macedonia, which we have been ſpeaking of, 
from 2 Cor. 8. 1. were the Church of Phi- 
lippi, the Church of Theſſalonica, and the 
Church of Berea; each of which had its Bi- 
ſhops, or Elders. Some Laymen of Philippi, 
others of Theſſalonica, others of Berea, did not 
covenant together to make themſelves a 
Church ; but Paul, and Silas, and Timothy, 
in one Place firſt, then in another, converted, 
and baptized many, then cauſed them to aſ- 
ſemble together, taught them, and ordain- 
ed them Biſhops or Elders, who ſhould aſ- 
ſemble them together, teach them, and mi- 
niſter to them, when they ſhould be gone. 

Thoſe that know not how to reform Chur- 
ches, but by pulling them in Pieces to make 
others out of them, which is deſtroying them, 
are like ſuch Pretenders to Phyſick, as know _ » 
not how to free a Man from his Diſtempers, 
but by killing him; or like fooliſn Builders, 
that know not how to enlarge a Town, but 
by pulling down many good old Houſes, to 
build one new one, not 15 good. They may 


call themſelves Builders of Chriſt's Church, 
but are indeed Deſtroyers. | 
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I grant that a Pariſh is not always a Church. 


Sometimes Jews, or other Infidels, or Here- 
ticks, have their Dwellings in a Pariſh. But 

Church may be in the Pariſh ; and Pa- 
riſhes, rightly divided, may be fit Bounds for 
Churches. And the Miniſters of the Church 
Mould endeavour, that all the Inhabitants of 
the Pariſſi may be: fit to be, and may be 
Members of the Church in it. And God 
will in Time give wonderful Succeſs to ſuch 
Endeavours.. - un 52 
I will add this further on this Head, That 
if ſeveral Men, of divers Pariſhes, ſhould 

the Pariſhes were not rightly conſtituted, 
becauſe they were ſettled by Law, and not 
made by: Men's agreeing and covenanting to- 
gether; and on this Notion would not regard 
the Conſtable; and other Pariſh Officers, bur 
would make themſelves a Pariſh by covenant- 
ing together, and would chooſe a Conftable, 


and other Officers, ſuch as they liked, and 


ſubmit to theſe, and pay Scot and Lot to them 
only: They might, if they went on thus a 
while, baniſh' all Order, and bring all into 
Confuſion and Diſorder. And the like Ef- 
ſect wauld Laymens breaking Churches in 
Pieces, to make new ones out of them, have, 
if Churches were never ſo well ſettled. 
II. It may further be inferr'd, from what 
hath been ſaid, That the Miniſtry in the Pri- 
mitive Times were before Churches. The 
twelve Apoſtles were before the Church of 
Jeruſalem. Paul and Barnabas began many 
Churches, when they travelled together, Acts 
13 and 14. So did Paul and Silas and Ti- 
not hy, wha ſettled the Churches of Macedonia, 


and Achaia, vizx. The, Churches of Philippi, 
We 


The ſſalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, &c. 
1 read 


r 
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read of no Church begun by Laymen. The 
Deacons indeed were after the Church af 

eruſalem, and choſen by it; but; Biſhops, | or 
Elders, were before Churches, though atrer- 
wards more were ordained, that the Church- 


es might not be deſtitute of Paſtors, whien - 


thoſe which they had firſt ſhould; remove to 
other P laces, as Haul, and Silas, : and Timothy, 
were ſoon to do, or were taken away by 
Death. ac} c 1 „ D een 

III. It will further follow, That a Cove- 
nant of Laymen to make themſelves a Church, 


is an Invention of Men. There is nothing af 


it in Scripture; But it hath happened, as 
commonly it does in ſuch, Caſes, that when 
Doctrines, or Cuſtoms, have been taken up 
at firſt, without any Shew of Scripture, or 
Regard to it ; afterward Men have ſet their 


Wits on Work to juſtify them, by Scripture, 


as well as they could. And this hath occaſi- 
oned ſad wreſting of Scripture, that ſuch 
Things as were never learnt it it, nor taken 
from it, are by Force thruft into it. And 
this Church. Covenant ſeems to me a late In- 
vention, perhaps as late as the famous Mr. 
Robert Brown, the Father of the Brewniſts ; 
unleſs poſſibly ſome ancient Hereticks or 
Schiſmaticks might have had any ſuch Way 
among them, to keep their Followers to- 
gether. / . 412-44 7e 
IV. As two or three, or a greater Number 
of Laymen did not make themſelves a Church, 
by covenanting with one another; ſo they did 
not admit new Members, by cauſing them to 
enter into the ſame Covenant. Paul, and Si- 
lar, and Timothy baptized, and ſo brought in- 
to the Univerſal Church, and withal into the 
particular Church of the Place, which was 


i 4. | 
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ſmall at firſt, but ſtill encreaſing by the Addi- 
tion of more Members. And as ſoon as well 
might be, they adminiſtred the Lord's Sup- 
per to ſuch as they ſaw fit to admit to 
it. But they did not always preſently admi- 


AQs 19.8. niſter the Sacrament, Haul preached three 


Zett. I. 


wot ſo, 


Months in the Jews Synagogue at Epheſus, 
.but did not, we may be fure, adminiſter the 
Lord's Supper there. But whenſoever, or 
whereſoever he did it, all the baptized were 
not admitted to it; for ſome of them were 
not adult, but Infants, or Children of ſeveral 
Ages. But the Apoſtle and his Aſſiſtants, 
vrho had converted and baptized them, con- 


tinned to teach them ; and as they admini- 


ſtred the Sacrament, ſo they admitted to it, 
and would ſuſpend, or caſt out, as they ſaw 
'Occafion, bt 


CH AP. . 


1 HE ſecond Enquiry which 1 
propoſed to make was, Whe- 
ther Laymen have Power to rule or govern 
Churches, when they are made or conſti- 
tuted ? e 191 1 . 
And I know no Way for anſwering this, 
but to go as far back as the Apoſtles Times, 
and to enquire,” Whether ſuch a Power was 
given them by Chrift and his Apoſtles, and 
exerciſed by them in their Times? For it lit- 
tle matters what Power they claim and exer- 
ciſe in a few Societies, which they have in- 
vented, and ſet up of late Lears. Though 


they call ſuch Societies Churches, and will 
own none other to be Churches but ſuch, this. 
makes the Matter never the better; it id 


enough for us to ſay, Hm the Beginning it WAI, 


And 
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And this hath been partly proved already, 
for the firſt Churches were ſettled by ordained 
Elders or Biſhops ; ſuch preached the Goſpel, 
baptized thoſe that were converted, held Aſſem- 
blies of them, in which they taught them, and 
miniſtred the Lord's Supper, and ordained El- 
ders for them ; and who can think but they did 
all Things that belonged to Rulers and Go- 
vernors of Churches? - admitted to the Lord's 
Supper, and kept from it? or caſt out of the 
Churches, as they ſaw Cauſe 2 | 

We may learn that they were Rulers from 
the very Titles of their Office. 

1. They are called Elders, and that Word 
commonly ſignifies Rulers, both in the Old and 
New Teftament, both among 1ſraelites and Gen- 
tiles. | | 

And ſhall we think that every Church had 
Elders;to rule it, and yet the People ruled their 
fellow Subje&s, and their Rulers too ? What 
would Mankind, that uſed the Reaſon of Men 
think of ſuch Societies ? Tt, 

2. They are called Biſhops or Overſeers, Acts 
20, 17, 28. and are charged to take the Overſight 
of the Flock, not as Lords over it, for it is 
God's Heritage, but as ſet by him over it, x Pet. 
5. 1,232,393. e e vs 

3. They are Paſtors or Shepherds, appointed by 

_ Chriſt to feed his Sheep, and they ſhall, if faith- 
ful, have their Reward from him, at the great 
Day, 1 Per. 5. 4. And the Word which we eng- 
liſn do gerd, does as well fignify 10 rule. 
4 They are Teachers, Eph. 4. 10. and ſuch. 
uſe to have Authority to rule their Scholars. 
They are Stewards, 1 Cor. 4. 1,2. And 
Chriſt ſpeaks of a Steward, as 4 faithful and wiſe 
— whom his Lord hath made Ruler over his 
Hence, Mat. 24. 45. Luke 12. 42. 3 
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And they are ſpoken of as being made Rulers, 
Overſeers, Paſtors, Teachers, Stewards by Chrift 
himſelf, viz. made ſo in the Way appointed by 
him (which appears every where to be Ordina- 
tion) and as having their Authority from him. 

Agreeably to this the Laity or private Chri- 
ſtians, Men, Women, and Children are charg- 


1 Theſ. 5, ed to know them that are over them in the Lord; to 


obey them that have the Rule over them, and ſubmit 
themſelves ; for they watch for your Souls, as thoſe that 
muſt give Account, This ſhews that the Apoſtle 
does not ſpeak of Magiſtrates, or Rulers of this 
World; but of ſuch Rulers as Chriſt hath ap- 
pointed in his Church. 

And how abſurd is it to affirm or imagine 
that all in any Society ſhould be Rulers? for 
then none ſhonld be ſo, there would be no Sub- 


jects, and ſo no Rulers. 


But I would chiefly conſider t' e Places, which 


are brought to prove the Power of Laymen to 
govern Churches. And I will take them in Or- 


der. 
Firſt, Mar. 16. 19. And I will give unto thee 


the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. | 
Theſe Words were ſpoken by Chriſt to Pe- 


ter, but Peter was not a Layman, but an Apo- 
ſtle and an Elder, as he calls himſelf, 1 Pet. 
. I, a Miniſter of the Word and Sacraments. 

So that one may well gueſs they are hard put to 
it, that bring what was ſpoken to him as a Proof 
of the Power of Laymen. But here they common- 
ly ſeek a Knot in a uſh, run into a great 
many needleſs and vain Diſlin&ions, which it is 


not worth while to mention; becauſe they prove 
nothing, and can ſerve only to perplex and a- 
muſe the Reader, * _ | 


"Tis plain the Words are Figurative : Our 


Lord opened his Mouth in Parables. And they are 
. 7 „ a 
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a Promiſe of ſome Favour, Honour, Power, or 


Privilege, which he would beſtow on Peter, And 


by the Kingdom of Heaven, is meant the Goſpel 
Church, the Kingdom which Daniel foretold 


the God of Heaven would ſet up; and which, as Dan.2.44. l | 


John the Baptiſt, Chriſt, and his Apoſtles preach- 
ed, was now near at Hand. This Kingdom oft 
ſignifies the viſible Church, as Mat. 13. 24, 25, 
41, 42,-47, 48. and Mat, 25. 1, 2. | 

The giving the Keys of this Kingdom to Peter, 
may, by a very uſual Figure, a Metonymy of 
the Adjun&, or Antecedent for the Conſequent, 
ſignify that he ſhould, by preaching and bap- 
tizing, firſt open the Kingdom of Heaven to 
Men, and bring many into it. And the Words 
raken in this Senſe, were a few Months after 
plainly fulfilled, when on the Day of Pentecoſt, 
Peter preached the Sermon which we read Acts 


2. And that, Pay three 'Thouſand Jeus were Ads 2.41. 


brought into tn@Kingdom of Heaven, being 
converted, and baptized. No doubt the other 


Apoſtles preached, and baprized as well as he; 


but he was the firſt Apoſtle, and ſo the firſt 


Preacher, and Baptizer ; and the other Apo- Mat. 10.2 id 
| files were as his Aſſiſtants, tho' he is chiefly, and 171 


almoſt only ſpoken of As 2. 
But if we conſider how the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven was opened to the Gentiles, Peter alone was 


employed, at firſt, in that Work. Cornelius was 
commanded by an Angel, to ſend for Peter ; 


and the Holy Ghoſt bad Peter go, and gave him 
| ſuch Succeſs, that Cornelius and his Friends 


were immediately baptized, and brought into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, the Goſpel Church. 
And we may the rather take the Promiſe of the 
Keys to be made good in this, becauſe the Church 
hath conſiſted chiefly of Gentiles. For one Few 
that hath been a Member of it, there have been 
| 2 9 85 a 
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| a Thouſand, perhaps ten Thouſand Gentiles, 
And Peter ſays many Years after, God made 
Ads 15.7. Choice among us, that the Gentiles by my Mouth, 
ſhould hear the Word of the Goſpel, and believe. 
If the Keys be taken in this Senſe, they ſigni- 
fy a perſonal Favour and Privilege beftowed on 
Peter, that as he was. the firſt Apoſtle, and Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel, he ſhould firſt open the 
Door of the Church to Fews, and Gentiles, And 


fulfilled. And if this was all that Chriſt meant, 
as poſſibly it might be, what will become of the 
Pope's Power over all the Church ? or Laymens 
Power over any Parts of it, that are built upon 
it? They muſt be Caſtles in the Air, without any 
Foundation. 
If the Words be taken in this Senſe, and ex- 
_ tended further than to Peter's Perſon (which 
that they may, and ſhould be, it will be hard 
to prove) the Keys muſt have been given to thoſe 
only who had the ſame Office, and the ſame 
Work to do that Peter had, though but with 
| him, and after him, viz. to open the Kingdom 


1 Preaching and Baptiſm; but then they belong- 
#1 | ed to the other Apoſtles, and to Goſpe! Mini- 
S | ſters, but not to Laymen ; who are not called 

to preach the Word, and adminiſter Sacra- 
ments. regs 
The Scribes and Phariſees, and Lawyers, the 
Teachers of the Jews in Chriſt's Time, are ſaid 
Mat. 23. to ſbut up the Kiugdom of Heaven againſt Men, for 
11. they neither wart in themſelves (becauſe not be- 


' fered them which were entring to go in, but hind- 
"4 red their believing all they could. And. one 
Lake 11. Way was, they took away the Key of Knowledge, 

: i. e. they did not truly teach the Word of 9 
| ut 


thus we ſee what Chriſt promiſed was evidently 


i= of Heaven unto Men, and bring them into it, by 


leving, but obſtinate in their Unbelief) nor ſuf-. 
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but the Traditions, Commandments, and Do- 
ctrines of Men. What could they do that was 


worſe than to hinder the Saluation, and occa- 


ſion the Damnation of their Country-Men? 
But the Apoſtles and Goſpel Miniſters have, in 


all Ages, opened the Kingdom of Heaven to Men, 
and helped many to Heaven, of all Nations. 


But if when Chriſt ſaid, 7 will give unto thee 
the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, he meant thou 
ſhalt firſt open the Kingdom of Heaven to Men, 
or thou, and others with and after thee, ſhall do 
the fame Work in all Places, and Ages; ftill he 
ſpeaks of converting and baptizing Unbelievers. 
For Chriſtians are in the Kingdom of Heaven al- 
ready, whether they be wiſe, or fooliſh Virgins, 
Wheat, or Tares, good, or bad Chriftians. But 


rr 


21 


at the great Day, The Son of Man fhall ſend forth Mat. 13, 


his Angels, and they ſhall gather out of his Kingdom 41. 


all Things that offend, and them which do Ini quity. 
If all bad People are not to be caſt out of 
Chriſt's Kingdom till rhe laſt Day, many ſuch 
are in it, and will be in it till then. But what 
Laymen are ſent into the World to preach, and 
baptize in all Nations? or ever pretended to 
ſuch a Commiſſion ? Very few, if any; ſo that 
the Keys, in this Senſe, can't belong to Lay- 
men at all, but to Miniſters only. 

But the giving the Keys hath commonly 
been taken in another Senſe, by ancient and la- 
ter Writers, viz. to ſignify the giving the Of- 


fice and Power of a Steward in his Houſe, by 


a Metonymy of the Sign for the Thing ſigni- 
fied. So the giving a Crown may ſignify ma- 


king a King, and the giving the Keys per- 
haps hath been common, when the Maſter of 


a great Houſe hath made a Man his Steward 
in it: For this 1a. 22. 22. is commonly cited. 


But if Chriſt had uſed the Words in this Senſe, 


tis 
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*tis likely he would not have called his Church 
his Kingdom, but his Houſe, as he always does, 
when he ſpeaks of making Stewards in it, Mat. 
24.45. Luke 12. 42. And if the Words be taken 
in this Senſe, Peter was only the firſt Steward, 
but the other Apoſtles, and all Miniſters of the 


higheſt Order, i. e. Elders or Biſhops, are 
Stewards as well as he, 1 Or. 4. 1. Tit. 1.7. 
So that the firſt is moſt probably the true Senſe. 
And Chrift blaming the Scribes for taking away 
the Key of Knowledge, and ſhutting up the Kingdom 
of Heaven againſt Men, when he promiſes Peter 
the Keys, may probably mean no more, but 
only that he ſhould be the firſt that ſhould open 
it to Men. And Similitudes ſhould not be 


ſtrained further, than the Purpoſe and Scope 


for which they are brought. 
However, if the Keys ſignify the Office of a 
Steward, Laymen can't pretend to that. A 
Lord ſets a Stward to rule oyer his Servants, 
but all the Servants are not Stewards, nor can 
pretend to a Power of Ruling the Houſe. If 
they ſhould, what Confuſion would there be, 


while all would rule, and none would be ruled? 


God is not the Author of Confuſion in his 
Church, but Men who will not ſubmit to, but 
break the Order which he hath appointed. 

So that whether the Keys Genify a Power to 


let Men into the Church, by opening the Door, 


or a Power to govern them; when they are 1n 
it; Chriſt does not, by giving them to Peter, 
give to Laymen any Power. But if they reach 
any further than to the Perſon of Peter, they 
ive to Elders or Biſhops a great deal of Power, 
which ſome would fain take from them, to give it 
to the Laity. | FE. 


9 | 05.1. If it be urged for Laymen's Intereſt in the 
| \ 


Keys, thar Chriſt promiſed them to Peter, * 
75 | the 


Mitt. "ay 
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the Occaſion of the Confeſſion which Peter made 
of Chriſt, Mat. 16. 16. and any Lay Diſciple 
might, have made the ſame. 3 
Tis eaſy to anſwer, that a Woman might 4, 
have made the ſame too; and, I think, Martha 
made it as fully as Peter, John 11. 27. Yet I 
hear of none that claim the Keys for Women. 
But Peter, who made the Confeſſion ſpoken of, 
was not a Layman then, but an Apoſtle, and the 
firſt Apoſtle (as the Apoſtles were to be the 
firſt Elders or Biſhops, in the Chriſtian Church) 
and he made the Confeſſion in the Name of all 2 
the reſt of the Apoſtles, on Chriſt's asking 
them, ver. 15. Whom ſay ye that I am? Had he AY | 
put the Queſtion to a Company of Laymen, a | 
and one had anſwered in the Name of all, and L 
the Keys had been promiſed to him, it might 
have been ſaid, the Keys were given to a Lay- 
man, or Laymen ; but here was no ſuch Thing. 
The Keys were promiſed to a Miniſter, who 
was to teach Laymen the Faith which he had 
confeſs'd, and when they had received it, to 
baptize them; after that to govern them, and 
miniſter the Lord's Supper to them. And what 
does all this make for the Power of Laymen to 
govern the Church; any more than that charge 
given to Peter alſo,” feed my Sheep? John 21. 
5 But tlie great Proof that ſome have ſeem'd to 04;. 11, 
| rely on, is, that Auſtin {aid the Keys were given 
to the Church. In anſwer to this I would ask, 
, 1. What Auſtin meant by ſaying ſo? Whe- 4%. 
1 ther he thought that the Laymen, in every 
| 


- 
. 
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Church, were to be the Governors of it? If 
he did not mean this, his Words are nothing 


t to the Purpoſe, for which they are ſometimes 
brought; and tis likely ſuch a Thing never 
e came into his Thoughts. Laymen (unleſs poſ- 


ſibly ſome of the worſt Sort of Hereticks, — 
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I am not certain that they did) were not 
wont to pretend to govern Churches, till many 
Hundreds of Years after his Time. And Au- 
tin expreſly faith, that Peter ſignified wuniverſan 
Eccleffam, the univerſal, or whole Church. But 
how could it be, that the Keys or Office of a 
Steward ſhould be given to all Chriſtians? or all 
true Chriſtians ? What Uſe could they make of 
them as a Body? for he was far from think- 
ing that every Chriſtian had them. But how 
doth it appear that the Church had them ? The 
Reaſon he gives, is, I think, this, That every 
Biſhop (but ſurely with his Presbytery) hath 
Power to bind and looſe, i. e. to excommunicate, 
and reconcile, *Tis eaſy to anſwer, that Men 
do not bind with Keys, but with Chains or 
Cords. And if every Biſhop, or firſt Presbyter 
in the Church, Primus Presbyterorum, as Auſtin 
ſometimes calls him, hath the Power of binding, 
and looſing, in this Senſe; how much more 
likely is it that Peter repreſented every Biſhop 
that hath this Power, than that he repreſented 
all Chriſtians, who have it not at all, either as 


a Body, or much leſs lingly ? And Peter might 


the better repreſent the Biſhop, i. e. the firſt 
Paſtor in every Congregation, becauſe he was 
ſuch an one himſelf. For the Apoſtles were the 
firſt Paſtors in the firſt Church of Jeruſalem; 
and Peter was the firft Apoſtle, and ſo the firſt 
of the Paſtors in that Church, and their Chair- 
man that was to ſpeak in the Name of them all. 
He that was in this Place, in the firſt Church, 
within a few Months after Chriſt ſpake theſe 


Words, might well repreſent thoſe that were 


to be in the ſame Place, in all other Churches. 
2. Lask whether Auſtin always ſpake aright ? 
and none will ſay he did. Though he was an 


excellent Perſon ; yet he was aMan, and fallible, 


and 
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and erred in many Things, and might do fo 


here, and I have partly ſhewed that he did. 
And if his Meaning was, as ſome ſay, that Mi- 
niſters do all in the Name of the whole true 
Church, i. e. of all ſincere Chriſtians ;. and this 
Church does all by them, preaches, . miniſters 
Sacraments, excommunicates, and receives in 
again by them: Though this does not ſhe the 
Power of Laymen to govern Churches, but on 


the contrary, the Power of Miniſters to govern 


the Laity ; yet neither 1s it true. For when did 
all true Chriſtians ever meet together, to give 
Commiſſion to Miniſters to act in their Name ? 
Or how is it poſſible they ſhould ever do it? 
ſeeing they are ſcattered all over the World ; 
and who they are, 1s known only to God. 
And if it was poſſible that ſo many Men, Wo- 
men, and Children (for fometimes ſuch, at ſe- 
veral Ages, truly fear God) ſhould meet to- 
gether, what Place would hold them? And to 
omit other Queſtions, that might ſhew the Ab- 
ſurdity of ſuch Aſſertions; When did God ever 
appoint ſuch an Aſſembly ? and give them Power 
to appoint Miniſters, and Sacraments, and Go- 
vernment? But on the contrary, Chrift, who 


hath all Power in Heaven, and in Earth, hath 
appointed Miniſters, and Sacraments, and Go- 


vernment; and Miniſters act in his Name, and 


by Authority from him, and to him alone they 


muſt give their Accounts at laſt, So that the 
Notion of the Church's having the Keys, is 
not true. And if it be ſaid the Keys were for 


the Benefit of the Church, it is true in one 


Senſe they were given for the Benefit of the 
World, to open the Church Doors to as many 
in all Nations, as ſhall believe the Goſpel, and 
be willing to be ruled by it, to as many as God 
mall call by his Grace T but will any fay 1 
Th | . fore 
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fore, that the Keys were given to the World? 
So in another Senſe they were given for the Be- 
nefit of the Church, given to Miniſters to be 
uſed for Edification, not Deſtruction, for the 
Good, and not the Hurt of the People un- 
der their Charge. But ſhall we ſay therefore 
they were given to the People ? But the Ene- 
mies of the Miniſtry do not claim them on 
this Account, that being ſubje& to their Mi- 


niſters, they might have the Benefit of be- 


ing ruled by them ; but oft that they might be 
Some Bodies, and have Power to be trouble- 
ſome to their Miniſters, and to all their Bre- 
thren that are peaceable ; and willing to be ſub- 
ject to their Minifters. I have been long ſince 
told by a Miniſter, that he was wont to ſay to 
his People, We have given you the Keys, and 
now you knock them about our Ears. And pot- 
ſibly thoſe Miniſters deſerve to be ſo uſed, 
that tell the People the Keys were given to them 
at firſt. For though they may pleaſe ſome of 
them highly, they do not teach them the 
Truth; but give Satan Advantage to make 


them, inſtead of being Rulers, Troublers of 


Churches. 

But as for Auſtin, J do not perceive he meant 
that the Keys were given for the Benefit 
of the Church, when he ſaid the Keys were 


= to the Church. But ſome tell us his 


eſign was to convince (I ſhould rather think. 


to amuſe and puzzle) the Donatiſts. They might 
fay ftill, that their Party alone was the true Ca- 
tholick Church, to which the Keys were given; 


| becauſe all thofe Biſhops, and Chriftians that 


communicated with Cecilianus, and his Succeſ- 
ſors, as Biſhops of Carthage, were in a damna- 
ble Schiſm, and out of the Church, and fallen 
from Grace. However that Controverſy was 
ny managed, 
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managed, tis certain, Auſtin wrote much; his | 
Works are fix large Folios ; and 'tis likely he | 

wrote many Things haſtily. And he and other 4 
Fathers ſometimes contradict one another, [| N 
ſometimes themſelves, and their Expoſitions of 
Scripture are oft more dark, and hard to be 
underſtood than the Text it ſelf; and oft they 
are not right nor true. So little Reaſon have 
the Papiſts to pretend to interpret the Scrip- 
tures, according to theunanimous Conſent of the 
Fathers; and others to magnify them with diſ- 
paraging the Scriptures, as if they could not be 
underſtood, but by the Help of the Fathers. 

By what hath been faith, I think it appears, 
that the Keys do not ſignify any Power that be- 
longs to the Laymen of every Congregation ; 
but either that Privilege which was given to Peter 
alone, that he ſhould firſt open the Kingdom of ny | 
Heaven both to Fews and Gentiles; or that 1 

N Power that all Miniſters have to let Men into 
f the Church by preaching, and baptizing ; or 
e 
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that Power that ordained Miniſters have to 
govern their ſeveral Flocks, as the Stewards of — 


£ Chriſt. And thoſe that give the Keys to the 

People level the Church, and in effect take away 10 
t an ordained Miniſtry. | 1 
it The Second Text, which is brought to prove $cR, III. 9 
* the Power of Laymen to govern Churches, is 1 1 
CR Mat. xviii. 17. Tell it to the Church, or Congre- = 
k. gation. This Text is brought, by ſome, to $i 
hr prove the Power of Synods ; as it 1s by others 1 
* to prove the Power of Laymen, to govern Chur- | 
2 ches: But it proves neither. I have elſewhere 
„ ſhewed that it does not prove the former, and 
— 2 here ſnall ſnew that it does not prove the latter. 
And it is plain, that the Word Church, or Con- 
En gregation, cannot ſignify the Laymen of a Con- 
728 gregation, or Communicants of it; and I know 


E 2 no 
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no Proof that it can. The Brownifts indeed call 
the Communicants the Church. And this they 
ſeem to have learnt, as they have done many 
other Things, of the Anabaptiſts; with whom 
none are Church Members, but thoſe that are 
baptized at Age, and admirted to the Sacra- 
ment. But if we take the Word Congregation 
in this Senſe, it can't ſignify Laymen only; 
for Women are Communicants as well as Men, 
and ſometimes the greateſt Number of Com- 
municants are Woman. But none, as far as I 
know, pretend that the Communicants, Wo- 
men, as well as Men, are the Church, that muſt 

be told of Scandals, and judge and caſt out Of- 
fenders ; and by Conſequence, the Women 
ſhould have the chief Hand in judging, if they 
happen to be the greater Number. And why 
ſhould not fome Woman, in that Caſe, have the 
Chair, and be the Speaker? 

But the Communicants only are not in 
Scripture, nor can, with any Propriety of 
Speech, be called rhe Congregation. Baptized 

_ Infants are as truly Members of the Church of 
Chriſt, as Men, and Women ; and many, from 
their Childhood, till they are grown Men and 
Women, conſtantly come with their Parents, 
or of their own accord to the Congregation ; ſo 


that it conſiſts of Men, Women, and Children, 


all are Members of it. But I think none are 
ſo wild as to pretend that all theſe are to be 
told, and to {ic as Judges to try Cauſes, though 
never ſo hard and intricate, and paſs Sentence; 
or that Chriſt has promiſed to ratify the Sen- 
tence paſt by two or three of ſuch a Company, 
as ver. 18, 19. 

Wie fee the Word Congregation can't ſignify 


the Communicants, much leſs the Men only; 
nor can it in this Place ſignify all the Mem- 


bers 


F 
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bers of the Congregation, Men, Women, and 
Children, of divers Ages. But it may ſignify 


the Rulers of the Congregation, according to 


the common Uſe of Words, and the Uſe of 
them in Scripture ; and the Scope and Context 
ſnew that it muſt be ſo taken here. 

If we look to the common Uſe of Words, 
when a Society is mentioned, oft the Rulers 
are ſignified and underſtood. If one ſhould ſay 
ſuch a City made an Addreſs to the King, none 
would think that all the Inhabitants of the City, 
Men, Women, and Children, nor that all the 
Men, Rich and Poor, Old and Young, Ma- 
ters and Servants, met together about it; but 
that the Rulers, the Mayor, and Aldermen did 
ſo. If it be ſaid, this or that Nation make 
War, or Peace, none would underſtand it 
of all the People of thoſe Nations; but of the 


Kings, or Rulers of them. It is ſaid Edom re- Num. 20. 
fuſed to give Iſrael Paſſage through his Border; but 14 18,19, 


20, 21. 


the Meaning is, the King of Edom would riot 
grant Moſes's Requeſt about it. 

It we look to the Uſe of the Word Congrega- 
tion, in Scripture, that is oft put for the Ru- 
lers of it; as when the Congregation is ſaid to judge 
betwixt the Slayer, and the Avenger of Blood, 
Numb. 35. 12, 24, 25. Jof. 20.4, 6, 9. and in 
other Caſes. 8888 

And the Apoſtles, who were acquainted with 
the Old Teſtament, would underſtand it in 


this Senſe; and could not do it in any other. 


If we look to the Scope of the Place, ſurely 
none, that are not prejudiced in favour of an 
Opinion, can think that Chriſt deſigned to make 
all the People of a Congregation, Men, Wo- 
men and Children, Judges to try Cauſes, and 
to paſs Sentence; or to make all the Men ſuch, 
of which ſome are old, and knowing, and Ma- 

5 ſters, 
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ſters, others are young and ignorant, and Ser- 
vants. Beſides, that the Word Congregation 

may ſignify all the Members of it, but can't 

fignify the Men only, excluding the Women, 

and Children. But if Chriſt deſigned that eve- 

ry Congregation ſhould have Rulers, how rea- 

ſonable is it to think, that he deſigned that theſe 

ſhould be Judges? Who ſhould be Judges, in 

any Society, but thoſe that are Rulers in it? 

It we look to the Context, in the very next 
Words, our Lord gives the Apoſtles the Pow- 
er of biading and loofing, i. e. of excommunicating 
and abſolving (as all have underſtood it till of 
late, and as thoſe do whom I argue with) and 
promiſes to ratify in Heaven, what they ſhould 
do according to his Will on Earth. This ſup- 
poſes that they were to be Paſtors and Rulers in 
ſome Church, and ſo they were (ſoon after theſe 
Words were ſpoken) in the Church of Jeruſa- 
lem, the firſt Church that ever was. They 
were to lind and boſe, to judge, and pals Sen- 
rence, as the Rulers of that Church ; and the 
Rulers of other Churches were to do the like, in 
their ſeveral Churches, after their Example. 
And if but two or three of them could be to- 
gether (as it might ſometimes happen, Gal. 1. 
18, 19.) or if in a ſmall Church there could be, 
or need to be but two or three Rulers, they 
ſnould be a ſufficient Number to excommuni- 
cate and abſolve. If the Words be thus taken, 
che Senſe is clear and plain, natural and high- 
ly reaſonable ; but it would be to put an abſurd 
and 1idicuiqus Senſe on them, to ſay that two 
ar tliree of the Members of a Congregation, 
which conſiſts of Men, Women, and Children, 
or that two or three Laymen may ſit as Judges, 
and excommunicate, or abſolve. 


If 


red in it; for though the Sentence was paſſed 
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If we look to Examples, we find the Apo- 
ſtles ruling the Church of Jeruſalem, and after 
them James, and the Elders doing the ſame. 
We find the Apoſtle Paul (as the Preſident of 
a Presbytery) delivering Hymenens, and Alex- 1 Tim, 1. 
under to Satan; and threatning thoſe that had 20. 


ſinned at Corinth, becauſe the Rulers of that 3 


, 2. 


Church had neglected to do their Duty. He 
had told them before what Power they had, 
and urged them to uſe it. Do not ye Judge them 1 Cor. 5. 
that are within ? This cannot mean, do not all 12. 

on that are Members of the Congregation, 
Men, Women, and Children judge ? but do 
not you Elders, that are Rulers of the Congre- 
gation, judge? And becauſe they neglected 
this, he would have them make thoſe that are 1 Cor. 6. 
leaſt eſteemed in the Church Judges, rather + 5+ 
than bring their Quarrels before Heathen Ma- 
giſtrates. And asks; Is there not a wiſe Man 
among you ? one fit to judge? perhaps as Preſi- 
dent of the Presbytery ; but ſurely he little 
thought of making all the ee So to 
the Rulers of the Church, he ſays, Forbid not 
to ſpeak with Tongues, let all Things be done decently, 
and in order, It is the Work of Rulers to ſee 
to this. So the Angels of the Churches, as Preſi- Rev. 2. & 
dents of the Presbyteries, are commended, or 3 
blamed for what was well or amiſs in their Chur- 
ches; and ſometimes charged with having ſuch 
Members in their Churches, as ſhould have 
been caſt out: But we read nothing of the 
Peoples judging. The Apoſtle ſays indeed the 2 Cor. 2, 
Puniſhment or Cenſure of the inceſtuous Corin- C- 
tian was inflicted by many, and if we ſhould un- 
derſtand it of the whole Church, they concur- 


by the Chairman, as the Speaker of the Pres- 
bytery, the Deacons put him out of the Con- 
gregation, 


Set , IV. 
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gregation, and all the People, according to their 
ty, ſhun'd his Society, and ſo executed the 
Sentence. But as he does not ſay, it was by all, 
but by mam, and the Word Ai,, may ſigni- 
fy the chiefeſt, as it does, Mat. 12. 41, 42, ma- 
ny underſtand it of the Sentence which was paſt 
by the Elders. | 

For the better underſtanding this, we muſt 
conſider, that in a Church there were Biſhops 
or Elders, who were Rulers, and to theſe were 
the Epiſtles brought; and they were to take 


t Thef. 5. Care that they ſhould be read to all the holy Bre- 
211413-thren. And ſome things were ſpoken to them 


in a particular Manner, and the very Nature 
of the Things ſpoken will ſhew this. When any 
Acts, importing Rule and Authority, are to be 
done, who ſhould do theſe but Rulers? One 
would think that none ſhould be ſo abſurd as to 
ſay, that all the Society were to do them, or any 
Part of it that were not Rulers in it. 

So that Mat. 18. 17. does not prove what it 
is brought for, nor does any other Scripture, as 
far as I know. ; 

A Third Text is As 15. 23. The Apoſtles, 
and Elders, and Brethren write to the Brethren 
which are of the Gentiles, in Antioch, and Syria, 
and Cilicia, that they need not be circumciſed, 
nor keep the Ceremonial Law, but only abſtain 
from Meats offered to Idols, and from Blood, aud 
from Things ſtrangled, and from Fornication. 

Burt that this might prove the Power of Lay- 
men, it is ſuppoſed, 1. That the Brethren 
which are joined with the Apoſtles and Elders, 


in writing the Epiſtle, were the Men only. 


2. That they ſat with the Apoſtles, and Elders, 
to debate the Queſtion propoſed. But neither 
of theſe Things are certain, nor probable. 


. Ir 


the Queſtions propoſed. If they were preſent, 


ſent. Thoſe that ſent Paul, and Barnabas, and 
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1. It is not clear, that by the Brethren, Men 
only were meant; for, by a Synechdoche, that 
Word often ſigniſies Chriſtians, Women, as 
well as Men; as when tis ſaid, let the Epiſtle 
be read to all the holy Brethren. Thoſe are paſſed 


from Death to Life, who love the Bret hren: Peace 


be to the Brethren. And the Word is oft taken 

thus largely, and in this very Chapter, ver. 3, 

32, 33, 36, 40. and in this very Verſe, the Bre- 

thren of the Gentiles, who are written to, are 

not only Chriſtian Men, but Women, who are 
taught that they need not, muſt not obſerve the 
Jewiſh Law, but abſtain from Meats offered to 

Idols, &c. as well as Men. And the Word 
Brethren muſt be taken thus, in the firſt Part of : 
the Verſe, for it is ſaid juſt before: Then pleaſed ds 15. 
it dhe Apoſtles, and Elders, with the whole Church, *** 

to ſend choſen Men, And they wrote Letters by _ 
them, after this Manner: The Apoſtles, and El- * *3* 
ders, and Brethren. So that it was the whole 
Church that ſent choſen Men, and wrote Ler- 
ters, and - the Apoſtles, and Elders, and Brethren, 
are as much as the Apoſtles, and Elders, with the 
whole Church; all conſented to what was deter- 
mined by the. Apoſtles, and Elders ; not the 
Men only. 

2. It is leſs clear, or likely, that the whole 
Church, or Brethren, ſat with the Apo- 
ſtles, and Elders to debate, and determine 


it was as filent Hearers of the Debates ; | 
for it is ſaid, The Decrees were ordained of the Adds 16. 4. 
Apoſtles, and Elders, which were at Jeruſalem. 

And long after James, and the Elders, ſpeaking 

of the ſame, ſay : Je have written, and concluded 

—— But there is no Proof, nor Likelyhood, 

that the whole Church, or Brethren, were pre- 
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others from Antioch, determined that they 
ſhould go up to Jeruſalem, to the Apoſtles, and 
Elders, about this Queſtion, viz, Whether the 
Chriſtian Gentiles muſt be circumciſed, and keep 
the Law of Moſes? And the Apoſtles and Elders 
came together for to conſider of this Matter. Then 
follows an Account of the Debates of the Apo- 


ſtles, and Elders to ver. 21. but nothing is ſaid 


of the whole Church, or Brethren, till after 
this, ver. 22, 23. So that it ſeems probable, at 
leaſt, that when the Apoſtles, and Elders had 
debated among themſelves, and agreed what 
Anſwer to give to thoſe that ſent to them from 
Antioch, then they called the Church together, 
and acquainted them with the whole Matter, and 
they conſented to what the Apoſtles, and Elders 
had decreed. 'This might have been done on the 
Afternoon of the ſame Day, or on the next Day. 
It was very fit that that Church ſhould give their 


Conſent, it would much fatisfy the Chriſtian 


Gentiles, that the Chriſtian Jews, at Jeruſalem, 


Vuould own them as Brethren, though they were 
not circumciſed, nor kept the Law of Moſes. 


And if the great Church of Jeruſalem, who 
were alſo Zealous of the Law, would do ſo ; the 
other Chriſtian Jews, and Churches of the Jews, 
would be more willing to do the ſame. Bur it 
would not have been fit, that all the Members 
of the Church ſhould hear the Debates of the 
Apoſtles and Elders. Many of them might have 
ſtumbled, and have been diſcouraged, by hear- 
ing them diſpute and differ. And rhe Apoſtle 


Gel. 2: 2. Paul was ſo cautious, at this Time, and Place, 
that he would not propound his Doctrine pub- 


lickly to James, Cephas, and John, till he had 
conferr'd privately with them about it, that 
none might be offended if they ſhould diſagree ; 


rer. 4, of which falſe Brethren alſo would take Ad- 


__ van- 
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vantage to ſeduce many. And if the Debates 
of the Apoſtles, and Elders had been publick 
before a large Aſſembly, many of the Unbe- 
lieving Jews might have come in among them; 
and ſome of the moſt able, ſubtile, and mali- 
cious of their Enemies would have been moſt 
forward to do ſo. 

Some would prove that the Brethren were 
both preſent, and debated, becauſe it is ſaid, 
ver. 12. Then all the Multitude kept Silence. But 
beſide what I have ſaid already to diſprove 
this, I would obſerve the Word engliſned Mul- 
titude is not z, but ranlos, which ſignifies 
Fulneſs, and does not always ſpeak of great 
Numbers, but oft means all of ſuch a Sort, or all 
that are in ſuch a Place. So it does, Acts 23. 7. 
And ſeeing it was ſaid before, that the Apoſtles 
and Elders were ſent to, ver. 4. and they came 
together, ver. 6. to hear what Paul, and Barna- 
bas, and other Meſſengers from Antioch had. to 
deſire of them; we muſt needs underſtand that 
theſe were all the Multitude, or all the Company 
that kept Silence. We may as well conclude 
from ver. 22. that the whole Church were preſent. 
as we can from ver. 23. that the Brethren were 
preſent. But we can conclude neither, but that 
the Brethren, . or Church were, as Luke places 
It, afterward. And thus the Senſe is plain, 
and without Difficulty. 

By what hath been ſaid, I think it appears, 
that the forementioned Texts ſhew the Power 
of ordained Miniſters to govern Churches, for 
raking away of which they are alledged ; but 
none of them prove the Power of Laymen to do 
it. Scripture no more encourages Levellers in 
the Church, than in the State. 


But it is, I think, to be allowed, in the Be- Set. V. 
half of the Laity, 


F 2 1, That 
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1. That in ordinary Caſes it may be fit that 
the Congregation ſhould hear the Proofs that are 
brought againſt ſcandalous Sinners, who are 
to be caſt out; that they may with the greater 
Willingneſs, and Zeal refuſe and ſhun their 
Society. But ſometimes Facts are ſo notorious, 
as in the Caſe of the inceſtuous Corinthian, that 
there is no need of Witnefles. And in ſome 
Caſes Chriſtian Prudence may direct not to 
bring all the Proof before a whole Congre- 
gation, as in caſe of Adultery, Treaſon, Mur- 
der. 

2. There may Caſes happen, in which it may 
be fit that the Rulers ſhould acquaint the Congre- 
gation with their Determinations, and defire 
their Concurrence with them. Thus the Apo- 
ſtles, and Elders acquainted the whole Congrega- 
tion with the Decrees they had agreed upon, 
Act, 15. It is hifþpy with any Society, when 
there 1s an intire Agreement of Rulers, and 
Subjects. | 

3. It may be fit, that on many Occaſions the 
Rulers of a Church ſhould adviſe with ſuch 
of the Members of it, as are moſt eminent for 
Piety, Humility, Knowledge, Wiſdom, Cc. 
eſpecially if alfo for Age, and Quality in the 
World. The Apoſtle put a ſpecial Honour up- 
on ſuch, and taught Chriſtians ſo to do, 1 Cor. 
I6. I5, 16. 


But if the Advice of all muſt be taken, it will 


oft happen, that ſome of the moſt Ignorant, 
Proud, and Self-conceited will be moſt for- 
ward to give, and impoſe Advice; and there 
muſt be no Peace, unleſs ſuch turbulent Spirits 
may rule all, e 


CHAP, 


© hag 
re 
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C H A P. III. 


They, "PHE Third Enquiry which I pro- Sed. I. 


poled to make, was, Whether 
Laymen have Power to make Miniſters ? or to 
ſettle a Miniſtry 
they belong to? But if we join this with the 
other Queſtions which have been already de- 
bated, viz, whether a Company of Laymen, 
may, by entring into Covenant with one another, 
make themſelves a Church, and admit Mem- 
bers ? and whether they may govern the Chur- 


ches they are Members of? ſeeing neither of 


theſe is proved, eſpecially the firſt is not, which 
is the Foundation of the whole Fabrick, it may 
ſeem that I need make no further Enquiry, whe- 
ther they may make Miniſters. I think all will 
own they may not, and that if they err, and 
do ill in making Churches, they do worſe in 
pretending to make Miniſters. 
But there have been ever ſince the Reforma- 


tion many learned and pious Perſons, who have 
been far from the Notion 


Laymen may make Churches and govern them, 
yet ſtrongly aſſert that the People of a Congre- 
gation ought to chooſe their Paſtor ; and to 
prove this, they bring three Examples, that of 
Matthias, As 1. that of the ſeven Deacons, 
Acts 6. and that of the Elders, ordained by Paul, 
and Barnabas, Acts 14. 23. | 

_'Thishath given great Advantage to the Brown- 


ifts, and they build much of their Scheme up- 


on it; and ſome affirm that the Election of the 
People gives the Eſſence of the Call to the Miniftry ; 
and that Ordination is but an Adjunct, by which 
they ſeem to mgan, that it is not eſſential, nor 
neceflary, 1 4 


But, 


f the Brownifts, that 
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A DEFENCE of an 
But, 1. If it was never ſo clear and certain, 
that the Primitive Churches did chooſe their 


own Miniſters, it would not follow that Ordina- 
God himſelf choſe Aaron, 


and his Sons to be Prieſts in IJfrael; yet they 
muſt not miniſter in the Prieſts Office, till they 


Acts 31. 1, were conſecrated. The Holy Ghoſt, who is 
God, choſe Paul and Barnabas to preach to the 


Gentiles, and to ſettle Churches, and a Mini- 
ſtry among them; but they muſt firſt be ordain- 
ed themſelves, by Simeon, Lucius, and Manaen, 
with Faſting, and Prayer, and laying on of 
Hands. 
make Ordination needleſs, as one might have 
thought it ſhould have done, much leſs can 
any Mens chooſing them make it needleſs ; 
leaſt of all can Laymens chooſing them of their 
own Heads, when they have after the ſame 


- Manner withdrawn themſelves from other Chur- 


ches, againſt which they had no juſt Objection, 
nor cauſe to ſcruple Communion with them, 
and then made themſelves what they call a 


Church. 


Others, in chooſing their Paſtors, are guid- 
ed by an ordained Miniſtry, and chooſe ſuch 
as are already. ordained Miniſters to be their 
Miniſters, or elſe ſuch as are approved, and 
foon to be ordained. But theſe ſlight and op- 
poſe an ordained Miniftry, though they be 
Congregational ; unleſs they do in a Sort re- 
nounce their Ordination. | 
2. It is not certain, nor, indeed, probable, 
that the People of the Primitive Churches ſole- 
ly chofe their own Paſtors. The Places brought 
do not prove that they did, and if this Foun- 
N all, all that is built upon it muſt 

UI. 


t. In 


If God's chooſing Perſons did not 
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1.) In Aci, 6. The) Multitude of the DiſciplesSeR. UL 
did indeed chooſe the Seven, but they were 
not to be Elders or Paſtors (the Apoſtles were 
ſach to them already) but Deacons, who were 
to do Service under the Apoſtles, in the Name 
of the People, as the Levites were given as a 
Gift to Aaron and his Sons, from among the Chil. Num. 8. 
dren of Iſrael, to do the Service of the Children“ 1 
of Ifrael, in the Tabernacle of the Congregation. And 
the Work they {were firſt to be employ'd in, 
was to collect, keep, and disburſe, the Mondy 
which the People offered ; who would the more 
willingly give, when thoſe that-were to have the 
Diſpoſal of it were of their own chooſing. 
But when ſome argue, that if the People of 
a Church might chooſe thoſe that were to take 
Care of the Money which they gave, much 
more Paſtors who were to take Care of their 
Souls ; the Argument is of no Force. If one 
ſhould ſay People may chooſe Conſtables, who 
have Power to carry to Geal, much more Ju- 
ſtices of Peace, who can ſend Men to Goal, and 
Judges who can condemn to Death ; who would 
not ſee the Vanity of ſuch kind of Reaſoning ? 
In all Societies the Laws and Rules ſettled in 


them are to be obſerved, not what any one may 
* think would have been better. And thoſe in the 
Chriſtian Church have been brought in by the 
8 immediate Authority and Pleaſure of Chriſt the 
© Lawgiver, by whoſe Spirit the Apoſtles were 
7 inſpired. And what if Chriſt have allowed 
the People of a Church to do that which is leſs, 
== to choſe Deacons, a lower Sort of Miniſters, to 
a be Officers under Rulers; and not to do that 
which 1s greater, to chooſe Elders or Biſhops, 
- -| who are to be Paſtors and Rulers ? Certainly 
t ſuch a Thing is poſſible, and God did ſome- 
thing like this in Iſrael; the Levites were an ver. 10, it, 
Ofer- 21, 22. 
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Offering of the Children of Iſrael, and they, i. e. the 
Firſt-born, or rather the Rulers, in the Name 
of the Congregation, put their Hands upon them, 
to give up the Right they had to their Ser- 
vice in War, and other ſecular Affairs, that 
they might wholly attend to the Service of the 
Tabernacle. And Aaron offered them as an O, 
fering before the Lord, and made an Atonement for 
them : But Aaron and his Sons were choſen by 
God to be Prieſts, and conſecrated by Moſes, 
The People had a Part to act towards the Le- 
wites, in reſigning them up to the Service of 
God, and the Priefts ; but they were only pre- 
ſent to ſee the Prieſts conſecrated. . 
And as for the Care of People's Souls, Chriſt, 
who hath died for them, bath greater Care of 
the Souls of all his People, than moſt, yea, or 
any of them have of their own Souls. And if 
he have appointed another Way than their own 
Choice, for ſetting thoſe over them who are to 
watch for their Souls ; certainly his Way is the 
bet. And he only can give the Bleſſing, and 
on that all the Succeſs 2 the Good of Souls 
depends; and his Bleſſing will accompany his 
own Appointments. Thoſe will take Care of 
Souls indeed, and lead them in right Ways, 
whom Chriſt's Grace enclines to it. And how 
many ordained Miniſters have been eminent 
for their Love to Souls, for the Pains they 
have taken for ſaving them, and their Succeſs 
in it? Clark's Lives, and Calamy's Abridgment of 
Baxter's Life give many Proofs of this. But Mi- 
nifters, choſen by People, eſpecially when in 


Oppoſition to an ordained Miniſtry, have oft 


ſadly miſled them, or they have repented of the 

Choice they had made. | 

But in this Place it is not ſaid, that on hear- 

ing the Murmuring the Multitude choſe ſe- 
-"" > yeu 
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ven Men, and prayed and laid their Hands on 
them; but the Apoſtles, the Paſtors of the 
Church, put rhem on chooſing, limited them in 


the Choſpe, they muſt be ſo and fo qualified; 


and then, not the Multitude, but the Paſtors 
would appoint them over the Buſineſs of their 


Office- When the Diſciples had choſen them, 


they Jet them before the Apoſtles,” who would judge 
whether they were ſo qualified, as they had 


_ preſcribed they ſhouldebe'; and they approvin 


the Choice, praying, laid their Hands on them. 
Here, n il . 5 

1. There was a rightly!*conftitnted Churcfi 
to chooſe Deacons, not a Company of Lay- 
men, that had made themſelves a Church. Yet, 
2. The Lairy in this Church did not ſo much 
as chooſe Deacons of their own Heads; but 
their Paſtors put them on chooſing, and limited 
them im it. Ne 

3. Deacons did not ſo much as ſerve Tables, 
or do any other Parts of their Office, till: they 
were ſet apart by Ordination. This ſhews that 
the People of a Church ſhould not chooſe fo 
much as Deacons, but in Concurrence with, 
and by Direction from their Paſtors ; that they 


* 


may be ordained when they have been choſen. 


For, 5 

4. The Laity did not ordain ſo much as Dea- 
cons, the loweſt Order of Miniſtry; they chofe 
them, but'the Apoſtles praying, laid their Hands 


eon them, Ordinations by Laymen were not 


known or heard of in the firſt Ages, nor in any 
Ages of the Church till of late; unleſs among 
Hereticks, who were audacious, and preſumed 
to do any Thing they had a Fancy for, as if 
they had been Lords in the Church, and none 
above them. « ES 


G 5. When. 


— 
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Acts 1. 22. 


* 


ver. 24, 
25. 
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5. When the Deacons were choſen, - and or- 


dained, they were to ſerve under the Paſtors, 
as the Levites did the Prieſts in rael. They 
ſerved for the Benefit of all the Diſciples, and 
ina ſort in their ſtead ; but the Apoſtles, not 
the Multitude of the Diſciples, appointed the 
Work they were to do from Time to Time, and 
directed them in it. | 

So that though the Browniſts lay much Streſs 
on this Example, it does not at all favour their 
Cauſe, but makes againſt them, and ſhews, that 
though the People have a Right to chooſe Dea- 
cons, yet their Choice does not give the Eſ- 
ſence of the Call; it is at moſt but Part of it. 

2.) In As 1. Matthias was indeed to be as 
the other Apoſtles were, for ſome Time a 

Paſtor in the Church of Jeruſalem. But he was 
to be more than ſo, an Apoſtle, and a Witneſs 
of Chriſt's Reſurrection. And as the other Apo- 
ſtles had been choſen immediately by Chriſt, 
and by him alone, ſo was Matthias. Chrift, 
who knows the Hearts of all Men, ſhew'd by his 
Divine Providence in diſpoſing the Lot, whether 
of the two, that according to the Rule laid down, 
ver. 21. 22. were capable of the Office, was cho- 
ſen by him; ſo that Matthias was not choſen by 
Men, but by Chrift. 

But many have thought that Joſeph and Mat- 
thias were choſen out of a greater Number, 
and fo Chriſt was limited in his Choice by Men. 
He might have choſen one out of a greater 
Number, out of 'Ten, or ſeven Tens, or any 


greater Number, as he choſe Saul out of all 


the Men of Iſrael; but now he was confined 
in his Choice, he muſt chooſe one out of the 
Two, that were preſcribed to him, or elſe 


he muſt chooſe none at all. This ſeems ab- 


ſurd. | 
And 
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But thoſe that think there was a Choice by 
Men, are not agreed who made it. The 
Browniſts, and others ſay it was made by all the 
Aſſembly preſent, 120 in all, ver. 15. But Part 
of theſe were Women, and it may ſeem the 
far greateſt Part, by ver. 13, 14. there were 
the eleven Apoſtles, the Nomen, Mary the Mother 


of Jeſus, and his Brethren, which *tis likely were 


not many; and ſo the Women were the great- 
eſt Number, perhaps through their greater 
Leiſure, or Zeal, or Courage, or leſs Danger 
from Perſecutors. 

But however this was, others ſay the Apo- 
ſtles choſe the two. And itis plain, that Peter 
ſpeaks to the other Apoſtles, who were moſt 
eminently called Diſciples, and were in a ſpeci- 
al Manner his Brethren ; and to ſay Men Bre- 


thren (for and is not in the Greek) was all one, Adds 1.16, 


in their Diale&, as for us to ſay Brethren. Or 
if he did not ſpeak to the Apoſtles, tis certain 
he ſpake in their Name to the People, for he 
faith, ver. 17. He, i. e. Judas was numbred with 
us Apoſtles, and had obtained Part of this Mini- 
ſftry, and Apoſtleſbip, as ver. 25. Again, ver. 22. 
One muſt be ordained to be, with us Apoſtles, a 
Witneſs of his Reſurrection. And ver. 21. he 
muſt be oue of theſe Men which have companied with 
, ſurely with us Apoſtles. 


If he ſpake to the Apoſtles, the People had 


nothing to do in the Caſe, but only to hear 
and ſee what was ſaid, and done, and to join 


with the Apoſtles in Prayer; that they, and 
others by their Information, might be the better 


ſatised to /n him for an Apoſtle, on whom the 
Lot ſhould fall; than if the Apoſtles ſhould have 
done all privately among themſelves. And the Spi- 
rit of God might guide to do ſo, to ſet an Exam- 
ple that Miniſters ſhould be ordained in the 

—_ Pre- 
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Preſence of Chriſtian People. Or if Peter ſpake 
to the People in the Name of the Apoftles (as 
it was his Place to do, as he was their Mouth 
and Speaker) it muſt have been for the ſame, 
or the like Reaſons, to inform the People what 


the Apoſtles were about to do. So that if 
the two, Joſeph and Matthias, were choſen out 


of a greater Number, they were choſen by the 


Apoiſtles, in the Preſence of the People. How 
far is this from proving that Laymen may chooſe 
NMiniſters of their o Heads, without refer- 
ring the Choice to Chriſt by the Lot e. 

- But it ſeems ſtrange that any ſhould think that 
the two were chaſen at all, either by the Apo- 
ſtles, or by the People; there being no Men- 
tion of any ſuch Thing. Iis not faid out of 
how many they were: to be choſen, nor who 
were to chooſe: them, nor is there any Word 
ſpoken of, and'ti Cliriſt, ver. 244. 

And it will be eaſy to conceive of the whole 
Matter, if we can but ſuppoſe that only Joſeph 
and Matthias, of tlie Men, were ſuch old Diſ- 
ciples as had followed Chriſt conſtantly, as long 
as the Apoſtles had done. And ſurely this is 


_ that ſigniſies chooſing, but only that which is 


not at all unlikely, for Chriſt's Diſciples were 


but few till this Day, and many of them Wo- 
men. But they were by many Parts fewer at 
firſt, than at laſt or as he was more, and 
longer known, and famous, ſo ſtill more came 


in ta him; ſome ia the Eirſt Year, more in the 


Second and Third, ard perhaps moſt of all 
in the laſt half Lear; of which Number were 
Zaccheuc, and thoſe that believed at his raiſing 
of Laxarus, a little before ' his Death. And 
many of his ſirſt Diſciples fell quite away from 
him. So that it is not at all unlikely, that theſe 
two were the only Men that were capable i 
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the Apoſtleſhip, by the Rule laid down, ver. 21, 
22. or that they only had been more frequent- 
ly in Chriſt's Company, and inſtructed by him 
; privately, as the Apoſtles had been. And this 
; was known to the Apoſtles, and perhaps to few 


f others, beſide the Virgin Mary. 

t The Apoſtle Peter therefore tells the Apo- 

8 ſtles, or tells all there preſent in their Names, 

v that of theſe Men, of theſe two old Diſciples, 

e one muſt be, or be made yirz3e: or ordained, viz, 

- by Chriſt, to be a Witneſs with us of hit Reſur- 
reftion. And they, the Apoſtles ſet two, Joſeph 


at — and Matthias, tcyca gde (as Chriſt tongs Adds 6. 6. 

J- ald lo ſet a little Child, Mat. 18. 2. and as the | 
n- Diſciples F152» ſet the Seven before the Apo- | 

of ſtles) they ſet them by the Table, or in ſome 9 

ho convenient Place. Then Peter, as the Mouth of ver. 24,255 

rd the Aſſembly, prayed to Chrift to ſhew whether ver. 26. | 
iS of thoſe two he had choſen, Soon after the two i 
1 that were ſet (or perhaps a Child for them) . 

ole drew their Lots ont of the Urn, the one an | 

eph Apoſtle, the other a Blank, and gave them to 

1. the Apoſtles, as the proper judges on whom 

"ng the Lot fell. And the Apoſtles declared Mat- 

8 18 thias to be choſen by Chriſt, owned him to be 

ere one of their Number ; and all would acquieſce 

Vo- in the Choice made by Chrift, and in the Judg- 

at ment of the Apoſtles. 

and But if we ſuppoſe that the Apoſtles with the 

ame People nominated or ſet the tuo, as Perſons ca- 

the pable of the Apoſtleſhip ; and that this is an 

* all Example to ſhew how a Teacher is to be choſen 

vere for a Congregation, it will follow in ſuch a 

iſing Caſe; | e | 

And 1. That there muſt be a Presbytery preſent, 

from who, together with the People, muſt nominate _ 

theſe two, or more, if they have ſuch Plenty, as ca- 


le of pable of the Place. 
the 2. They 
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2. They muſt ſet them in ſome convenient 
Place, and prepare Lots. 

3. They muſt pray to Chriſt to ſhew, by the 
Lot, which of them he chooſes. And ſeeing 
Lots were appointed by God, uſed in his Ser- 
vice, and for dividing Inheritances to his Peo- 
ple iſrael; and aſſigning to his Miniſters the 
Prieſts, and Levites the Times of their Service, 
and their particular Works; and now to re- 
fer the Choice of an Apoſtle to Chriſt, Lev. 
16. 8. Num. 33. 54. 1 Chron. 24.5, 7, 31. Luke 

. 9. Atts 1. 26. and ſeeing the whole diſpoſing of 
the Lot is of the Lord, Prov. 16. 33. and the End 
af it is to cauſe Contentions to ceaſe, Prov. 18. 18. 


ſurely it would be better to refer the Choice to 


the Lot, than that a Congregation ſhould be filled 
with Bitterneſs, Math, Anger, Clamour, evil 
Speaking, aud Malice, contrary to Eph. 4. 31. on 
the Occaſion of chooſing a Teacher. We have 
an excellent Example * caſting Lots, partly in 
this Caſe, in the Bohemian Brethren, about A. 
D. 1461. 

4. They muſt judge, and declare to the 
Congregation, on whom the Lot hath fallen. 

5. We learn from other Places of Scripture, 

that however any hath been choſen to any Mi- 
niſtry in the Church, he muſt ſtill be ordained 
by a Presbytery; fo the Deacons were, tho' 
Choſen: by the Diſciples, and Paul, and Barna- 
bas, tho' Choſen by the Holy Ghoſt, 


. 3.) As to Acts 14. 23. KXeteroTownoarTes os dure 


Seesgorięss rr ixxAα,;, gf ⁰νννẽe Ae V- 


ci, Sag ider dvTes T2 KE I would tran- 


ſlate it thus, And ordaining Elders for them in eve= 


1 Church, Praying with Faſting, they commended 
them to the Lord, on whom they had believed. 'The 
Word ard before prayed is not in the Greek, and 
if the Aoriſts be tranſlated by the preſent Tenſe, 

: as 


„ 1 n W 


| 2. . at” os 


s] 


v Sw. 


D 
2 


OrxDaineD MINIST RV. 


as they may, and I think, ſhould be in this 
Place, the Word and need not, muſt not be put 
in. Let the Learned judge, as indeed they 
will when others cannot. But Beza tranſlates 
the Text, Quumque ipfis per ſuffragia creaſſent, per 
fingulas Ecclefias, Presbyteros. And when they had 
by Votes made, or choſen, or ordained Elders for 
them in every Church. And ſome other Tran- 
ſlators have put the ſame Senſe on the Words. 
And the Browniſts earneſtly inſiſt on it, that 


they were the Peoples Votes, and that they 


gave them by holding up their Hands. 

But if we ſhould grant them all this, it will 
not prove that Laymen may, at their Pleaſure, 
make Churches, and Elders. To inftance in the 
Church of Lyſtra, which was one of the Chur- 
ches ſpoken of, and of which I gueſs Timothy 


was a Member. Paul and Barnabas converted, 


and baptized many, held Aſſemblies of them, 
and miniſtred the Word, and Sacraments to 
them, as being their Paſtors at preſent. But they 
cannot ftay long with them, other Elders muſt 
be ordained for them, to go on with the Work 
which they had begun. 'The Apoſtles acquaint 
them with this, and tell them how many Elders 
are needful, and how they muſt be qualified. 
Now if the People voted by holding up their 
Hands; there muſt have been ſome Perſons no- 
minated to ſtand as Candidates, whom the Peo- 
ple muſt vote for or againſt. And who were fo 
likely to nominate the Perſons as the Apoftles ? 
Or if any of the People nominated them, yer 
the Apoſtles were Judges of the Election, to de- 


clare who had the Majority of Votes. And if 


Deacons, when choſen wholly by the People, 
muſt not Miniſter till they were ordained, 


lurely Elders muſt not. So that the Apoſtles 


would ordain them, as they themſelves had been 
| Or- 
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ordained; and what they did in one Church, 
they did in others, But all tllis is ſo far, from 
proving the Brouniſts Way, that it overthrows 
it, though we ſhould grant that the People 
choſe their Elders by voting, and voted by hold- 
ing up their Hande. % 
- But'tho' ſome Tranſlators ſpeak of Voting, 
none of them, that I —— or read of 
(and Dr. MWotton, in his Vindication of the Rights 
of the Clergy Page 93, gives many) make 
any Mention of holding up of Hands; nor do 
we find, in Scripture, that it was ever uſed or 
rm on ſuch Occaſions. And therefore 
r the Browniſts: to bring in ſuch a Rite or 
Cuſtom, meerly on. the Etymology of a Greeł 
Word, which few of them, or of their Teachers, 
underſtand, ſeems great Temerity and Boldneſs; 
the rather becauſe they are ſingular in it, and 
go contrary to the Minds, and Practice of all 
other Chriſtians. Aud how unlikely is it, that 
the Apoſtles ſnould have brought a Rite in to the 
Chriſtian Church, from the Uſage of the Hea- 
then Greeks ? and this, when there was ſo little. 
Need of, or Occafion for it? For the'Greeks 
met in vaſtly great Aſſemblies to chooſe Ma- 
giſtrates (as they do here to chooſe Parliament 
Men) and make Laws, and for other Pur- 
poſes; but a Chriftian Church was ar. firſt 
a ſmall Society, perhaps, the Elders might 
be half as many as the Men in the Church; Or 
if the Mett were many more, they might de- 
clare their Conſent to, and Approbation of the 
Choice that was made, by their Speech in com- 
mending them, or by their Silence in not ac- 
cuſing them. If none made any , Obje&ion 
againſt any of them, their Silence might be in- 
terpreted to give Conſent to the Ordaining of 
them, as it was in the French Proteſtant _ 
CY ches. 
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ches. However, there is no Proof that there 
was any holding up of Hands. 
But neither can it be proved that there was 
any voting at all. The Word xi ,a is very 
rarely uſed by Greek Authors to ſignify chooſing 
by the Votes of others. Commonly 'tis ſpo- 
ken of thoſe that voted, not of thoſe that 
judged of the Votes of others; and then the 
Elders in every Church were choſen by the 
Votes of Paul, and Barnabas, i. e. were choſen 
by them; for what elſe can be meant? And the 
People are fignified by the Word dure, they 
choſe Elders for them ; and thus a Derivative 
of the Word is uſed by Luke, Act, 10. 41. 
the Apoftles were choſen before of God. And as 
the Word is oft uſed in Greek Authors to ſignify 
choofing, where there is no voting ; ſo to ſignify 
in a more general Senſe, Creating, Making, Con- 
ſtituting, Appointing, Ordaining, whether there 
be any Choice or no. The Reader may ſee this 
in Dr. Wotton forecited, who cites and refers 
to many that prove it. And that the Word 
muſt be taken in this large Senſe here, is evi- 
dent by this Reaſon, that none could be fic to 


be Elders in ſo ſhort a Time, but ſuch as had 


the Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, as thoſe at Epheſus, 


that ſpake with Tongues, and prophefied ; theſe Ads 19.6 


were eaſily known. And ſurely all chat the 
55 5 had to do, was to' teſtify, whether a 


Perſon was qualified according to the Rules 


which were afterwards written, 1 Tim. 3. and 
Tit. 1. Whether he was blameleſs, the Husband 
of one Wife, Cc. But their teſtifying thus of 
them would imply their conſenting to, and ap- 
proving of their Ordination, which was pre- 
{ently to follow. 

| The Word Xereorornles 18 alſo uſed, 2 Cor. 8. 
19. Some Brother was choſen of ſome Churches, 
>” | but 
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but is was got to be an Elder, but a kind of 
Deacon, to colle&, or at leaſt, to keep and car- 
ry Money that had been collected for the Poor. 
"Tis like the Apoſtle ſpake to the Elders, Dea- 
cons, and People of ſome Church, as the Apo- 
Ales did to the Diſciples a Jeruſalem, to look 
out a Man, or two Men (for there were two 
employ'd in this Buſineſs) as the Meſſengers of 
the Churches, ver. 23. And ſome one Church agreed 
on theſe Perſons, and approved them by their 
Letters, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks on the like Oc- 


caſion, 1 Cor. 16. 


3. And when they came to an- 


other Place, 'the Church there approved the 
Perſons, and gave them their Letters; and thus 
they might have been choſen by divers Churches, by 
one after another. But they are not ſaid to 
be choſen by Paul, by the Votes of the Chur- 
ches; but to be choſen by the Churches. Thus the 
Word xe, gro is not uſed in Scripture to ſig- 
nify chooſing by the Votes of others, and rarely 
in any other Authors. 


But though the Brethren were put upon 


chooſing Deacons, at Jeruſalem, and ſeveral 
Churches (of which Elders were'a chief Part, and 
Contributors in Works of Charity) choſe ſuch 
as were to carry their Charity to a far Coun- 
try ; yet we find not that the People, in any 
Church, were ever put on chooſing alone, or 
that they ever did chooſe ſo much as one El- 
derſo. And Acts 14. 23. (which is the only 


| _* Owod enim ex Hiſtoria 
' eleflionis Matibiæ & Diacono- 
rum praſertur, nibil ad rem 
facit, — Sicut a dverſus Mo- 
rellium & alios deinceps ejus 


ſſectatores in Synodis Gallicis ef 


i abunde pr obatum, Beza, E P- 8 Jo 


Place that ſome Writers bring 
for it, for Beza * gives up the 
Examples of Matthias, and the 
ſeven Deacons as nothing to 
the Purpoſe) does not prove 
that they did, as I have ſhewed. 


But it proves another Thing, 
which the Brouniſts are mr 
. 3 


* — 


„23 „c 


ORDAINED MINISTRx. 


ly againſt, vi. that Paul, and Barnabas, as we 


truly tranſlate it, ordained Elders in every Church; 


and it is ſufficiently implied, that they did it 


by laying on of Hands, on a Day of Faſting 
and Prayer. 5 
When the Diſciples had choſen Deacons, 


Acts 6. that was not enough to make them 
Deacons ; they muſt alſo be ordained, the 


Apoſtles praying laid their Hands on them. 80 
whoſoever nominated or choſe the Elders, As 
14. 23. they muſt be ordained, and ſo they 
were made Elders. - 

And as Paul, and Barnabas had themſelves 


been ordained, Ac, 13. 3. when thoſe that 
were Elders before them, whom the Holy Ghoſt 


appointed to do it, faſted and prayed, and laid theiv 
Hands on them; ſo they would 'ordain Elders in 
the Churches that they ſettled, after the ſame 


Manner that they themſelves had been ordain- 


ed. And it is plainly implied, Act, 14. 23. that 
hey did ſo, when 'tis ſaid, They ordained them 
Elders, Praying with Faſting; for Faſting and 


t 
Prayer went with laying on of Hands, when 


they themſelves were ordained. By which Ex- 
amples compared together, we may conclude, that 


Ordinations of Elders were made on a Day of 
Faſting and Prayer. But when Deacons were 


choſen, the Apoſtles prayed and laid their Hands 
on them, but there was no Faſting. And there 
is plain Reaſon to be given, why it was fit that 
ſuch a Difference ſhould be made in the Caſe, 
viz,, that Elders or Biſhops are of an higher 


Order than Deacons, their Work harder, the 


Conſequences of their doing it well, or ill, 
greater, as to what concerns the Glory of God, 
and Good, or Hurt of the Souls of Men ; and 
their Account more difficult. *Tis eaſier ta 
ſerve well, than ta rule well. 
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And that there was laying on of Hands, as 
as well as Faſting and Prayer, is ſufficiently im- 


plied in the Word X4g27o010ar7ss, which is not 


ſpoken of the People, and ſo can't ſignify their 

retching out their Hands to hold them up in 
Voting; but is ſpoken of Paul, and Barnabas, 
and may ſignify their ſtretching out their Hands 
to lay them on thoſe. whom they ordained. So 
that if any Streſs be to be laid on the Etymo- 
logy. of- that Word, and this is all that the 
Browniſts argue from; it makes againſt them, 


and for an ordain'd Miniftry. 


If any deny that that Word is ſpoken of Paul, 


and Barnabas, and will have it to be ſpoken of 


the People (though I know none that do fo, 
how much Streſs ſoever they lay on the Etymo- 
logy of it) they may ſee their Error, if they 
will conſider the whole Context; where Paul 


and Barnabas are ſpoken of in every Verſe, 


from 21, to 28. or if they will conſider the 
Text, ir ſelf; where the ſame Perſons that 
commended them to the Lord, which 'tis certain, 
were Paul and Barnabas, are ſaid to vrdain them 


- Elders in every Church, Praying with Faſting ; or 


if they will conſider the Word them, which ſig- 
nifies the People, they commended them, i. e. the 
Members of every Church to the Lord, and 
the fame Perſons ordained them, or ordained 
for them Elders in every Church. The Apoſtles 
are ſpoken of as being Active, and the People 
as being Paſſive in the Caſe. And how were 
the Apoſtles Active? not in taking the Votes 
of the People. I think no Inftance can be 
brought of any Greek Authors that ever uſed the 
Word fo, in ſuch a kind of Conſtruction as this, 
in this Text. Mr. Lauder in a Book printed at 
Edinburgh, 1707. entitled, The ancient Biſhops 
conſidered, with reſpect to the Extent of their Ju- 
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riſdiftion, and Nature of their Power, p. 231, 
hath given us two Inſtances, where the Theſmo- 
thetæ in Athens, and Tribunes at Rome, are ſaid 
to make, or appoint, or chooſe Generals, be- 
cauſe they, by their Intereſt, procured the 
People to vote for them, or preſided when they 
did ; as if the high Sheriffs among us ſhould 
be ſaid to chooſe Parliament Men in the Coun- 
tries, Jul. Pollux. I. 8. c. 6. and Appian de Bell, 
civil. I. 1. But theſe great Men are not ſaid 
Xegorordir, to chooſe or appoint for the People, 
as the Apoſtles are ſaid to do here. How then 
were the Apoſtles Active in the Caſe ? they or- 
dained Elders for them. The Word may be taken 
in this Senſe, and oft is ſo uſed in Greek Au- 
thors, for to make, chooſe, conſtitute, appoint, 
or ordain ; even when there is but one that does 
it. The Reader may ſee many Inſtances in Not- 
ton beforementioned, in Hammond and Pools H- 
nopfis, on Acts 14. 23. Yea, he need go no fur- 
ther than his Greek Teſtament, where Ads 10. 


41. God is ſaid to have choſen, or appointed 


the Apoſtles. So here the Apoſtles choſe or 


' ordained Elders in every Church, as Titus was to 


do in every City, Tit. 1. 6. How elſe ſhould the 
Apoſtles make or appoint Elders, but by chooſing 
or ordaining them? I take the latter to be 
meant, for whoſoever choſe them, they muſt be 


_ ordained. And the Word xegerete does in the 


Greek Fathers, who, above all other Men, muſt 
be ſuppoſed to have underſtood the Meaning of 
it, ſignify to ordain, by laying on of Hands; 
fo ir does in the Greek Councils. Of this, ſee 
Grotius de Imper. Sum. Poteſt. c. 10. ſ. 2, 6. who 
is not contradicted by Blondel in it; and Bilſon 
of the perpetual Government of the Church, where 
very many Inſtances to proye it are brought, 
and refer d to. | 

Thus 
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Thus I think the Apoſtles ordaining Elders 
is plain, in the Text ; but as to the Peoples 
chooſing them, as there is nothing for it, ſo 
there is nothing againſt it. And as the People 
muſt be ſubje& to, and maintain the Elders, 
the Apoſtles would be careful to ordain them 
ſuch, as they would be moſt likely to love and 
reverence. And they muſt know from the 
People, whether the Perſons, that were to be 
ordained, were qualified according to thoſe di- 
vine Canons, which were afterwards written, 


1 Tim. 2.1 Tim. 3. and Tit. 1. Whether a Man was 
2, to . Blameleſs, the Husband of one Wife, vigilant, ſo- 


ber, of good Behaviour, given to Hoſpitality, not 
given to Wine, no Striker, not greedy of filthy Lu- 
cre, but patient; not a Brawler, not covetous, one 
that ruleth well his own Houſe, having his Children 
in Subjection with all Gravity. Such Things the 
People could give an Account of, and whether a 
Man had à good Report of them that are without. 


But the Ordainers would be beſt able, and fitteſt 


to try a Man's Knowledge, and whether he 


was apt toteach, Thus the Apoſtles, who were 


the Ordainers, and the People, lovingly agreed. 
Probably they would tell the People that they 
muſt ſoon leave them, and ſome of themſelves 
muſt be ' ordained for Biſhops or Elders for 
them, to do the Works which they had done, 
viz, to hold Aſſemblies, read the Scriptures, 
teach, miniſter Sacraments, and rule; and 
that they intended to ordain ſo many, and fuch 
and fuch Perſons by Name. And when the 
People reported well of them, and approved 
them as fit Perſons, they ordained them, by 
ſtretching out their Hands to lay them on 


their Heads, on a Day of Faſting and Prayer. It 


the Apoſtles had ſaid to the People, as in the 


Caſe of Deacons, Look ye out among you ſo many 
OILY = 
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Men, whom we may ordain Elders; this would 
have proved, that in a rightly conſtituted Church 
the People were to chooſe the Perſons, that 
were to be ordained Elders; but it would not 
prove that they were Elders, till they were or- 
dained by thoſe who were Elders before them. 
And we have no Proof of ſuch a Church's 
chooſing. Elders alone, but if they might in pro- 
per ſpeaking be ſaid to chooſe, it was in con- 
currence with, and under the Guidance of or- 
dained Elders. But they may not chooſe for 
any but themſelves. hat has one Church 
to do to chooſe Miniſters for-another ? to im- 
oſe them on it? or to chooſe any Miniſters 
ut their own? But ſuch Congregations as 
Chriſt hath not appointed, ſuch as caſt off an 


_ ordain'd Miniſtry, can have no Power from 


Chriſt, either to have, or to chooſe Miniſters. 
But if ſuch will alſo ſend out Laymen to break 
Churches, and make a Party againſt the Mini- 
ſters, let them call them gifted Brethren, or 
what they will, they do amiſs in it. 

But if we grant all that is deſired on A4, 
14. 23. that the Apoſtles choſe them Elders by 
their own Votes, theſe Things will follow, as to 
preſent Practice. 

1. A Church muſt be rightly conſtituted, as 
the Apoſtolical Churches were; not gathered 
out of iveral Churches by Laymen. 3 
2. There muſt be ordained Elders preſent, 


two at leaſt to preſide in the Action. 


3. Some Perſons muſt be nominated for the 
People to vote for, or againſt. And who ſhould 
name them but the Elders? or they with the 
People, or ſome of them ? 


4. The Elders muſt judge, and declare who 


have moſt. Votes. 


5. The 


33. 
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5. The Elders muſt ordain thoſe that are 
choſen, as they did ordain the Deacons, when 
the Diſciples had choſen them ; and Paul, and 
Barnabas, when the Holy Ghoſt had choſen 
emer. - 7 7 | 

But as Patronages have no Gound in Scrip- 
ture, but came in long after, and have been, 
and will be an Occaſion of much Sin, both in 


Clergy, and Laity, in their buying and ſelling 


Sect v. 


Livings; and ftrict Laws, and Oaths againſt 
Simony have not been a ſufficient Remedy: 
How much better would it be that Ordainers, 
with the Conſent of a Congregation, ſhould ſet- 
tle Miniſters? | 

If we conſider the Principles, which I think I 
have ſhewed to be Erroneous, *tis plain they are 
levelled againſt an ordained Miniſtry, to take 
that away Root and Branch, that there ſhould 
be no more any ſuch in the World; but the 
Churches ſhould be pulled in Pieces to make 


new ones, by Laymen, with Lay Minifters, ſuch 


as have ſcarcely been known in any former Ages, 
till of late Years. And if Mr. Robert Brown 
was the Author of this Way, he was too like 


- Korah, and his Followers, to Korah's Company, 


in many Things; for ther did not intend that 


there ſhould be no religious Worſhip, no In- 


cenſe, no Sacrifices ; but the Controverſy was, 


Num. 16. Who ſhould be Prieſts, to offer them? They 
10. fought the Prieſthood, they would not have Aaron, 


and his Sons to be Prieſts, who had been ap- 
pointed by God, and conſecrated or ordained 
by Moſes, nor have the Prieſthood be continu- 
ed in that Family by a ſucceſſive Conſecration ; 
but thoſe ſhould do the Work of Priefts, whom 
the People pleaſed to make ſo, though they had 
no Conſecration according to the Rule laid 


down in the Law of God. 
| SE 1. Though 
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t. they had not the formal Electi- 
on of the People, yet they had the People on 
their fide, who knew their Deſign to take the 
Prieſthood, and approved it, and encou 
them. And this was all they had to truſt to. 
They could not pretend to any Call from God, 
as Aaron, and his Sons night, and did; but 
they had the People on their ſide. They had 
taught and perſuaded them to be againſt Aaron, 
and his Sons, and againſt Muſes, for their ſakes. 


And Korah gathered all the Congregation againft Num. 16. 


them, ſo that if the Glory of the Lord had not ap- '9- 
peared to all the Congregation, to awe them, 
the true Prieſts had been depoſed, or at leaft, 
had had little to do as Priefts ; and Korah, and 
his Companions, had done all the Work of Priefts, 
for almoſt all the People, and had had the Pro- 
fits of it. 4 | 

2. Though they were not conſecrated, nor 
could expect any ſuch Thing from Moſes, or 
Aaron, according to the Rules in the Law; they 
cared not. Their Judgment was, that the Peo- 
ple gave the Eſſence of the Call, and Ordination 
was at moſt but an Adjunct, and for the Time 
to come might be laid aſide. And ſo confident 
were they of their own Way, that Korah,and 250 


more, without any pretence of being conſecra- 
ted to do the Work of Prieſts, ſtood with their 


Cenſers at the Door of the Tabernacle to offer ver. 18. 


Incenſe, in Oppoſition to Aaron; as if they had 
been as good Prieſts as he. And if Boldneſs and 
Confidence would have carried it, theſe had been 


3. And chis they did, on pretence that all ver, 3. 


the Congregation were Holy, every one of them, and 
the Lord was among them; as holy as Aaron for all 
his Confecration, and as fir to be Prieſts as he. 
When they had * them to be Enemies to 


con- 
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conſecrated Prieſts; and to fall in with them 
and their Way, and to be Rebels againſt God 
and Man, all of a ſudden they are as Holy as 
need to be. But as much as they boaſted of 
them now, when they ſeem'd to have them on 


their fide; they would have been as forward 


to condemn many of them, as unholy and pro- 
3 when they had found them to cleave ſted- 
y.to Moſes, and Aaron. 
4. But this their Way tended to break all 
that excellent Order, which the Lord had ſet- 
tled in the Church of Mrael; and to bring in 
Divifions, and all Confuſion. How many 
Hundreds, yea Thouſands of Men, might have 
pretended to be Prieſts, as well as Korah, and 
his 250 Companions ? Thoſe that had fancied 


this or that Prieſt, might have joined together 


in a Society or Club, without any Regard to 
Tribes or Families; for what Order could ſuch 
People ſettle, yea, or tolerate long? But who 
ſhould have the Tabernacle ? or ſhould there be 
none? no Ark, no Tables, or Books of the 
Law, but every one have done that which was 


right in his own Eyes ? Such Prieſts as Korah 


never meant to teach the People the Law 
of God ; that muſt be aboliſhed, or it would 
condemn them. But ſomething they muſt 
teach them to keep them to their Party, any 


Thing rather than the Truths, and Law of 


God. 


Num. 16. But how was the Incenſe of theſe new Prieſts 
31,32,33, accepted of God? they were ſtricken dead by 
3549. Fire, and others of their Party buried alive; 


others, to the Number of 14700, fell down 
dead by a Plague, as Graſs when it is mowed. 
Thus by theſe, and other Miracles, their At- 
tempts were quaſhed at firſt, and the People 
brought off from their Party. And the People 
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may be guilty of the like Sins, and not ſuffer 
ſuch Puniſhments here; yet theſe may teach 


that the Judgment to come 1s to be dreaded-by 
ſuch. 

I write theſe Things, not to condemn any, that 
have not ſuch evil Principles and Practices; but 
to convince the Guilty, and to preſerve others 
that might be drawn away. For this Purpoſe 
the beſt Arguments are to be uſed, and per- 

| haps, there are none more effectual than thoſe 
which may be drawn from Num. 16. When God 


firſt ſettled an ordained Miniſtry in his Church, 
7 he ſoon teſtified his Diſpleaſure againſt the 
> Enemies of it, and thoſe that were drawn in 
1 by them to be ſo, to warn all his People, in 
1 all Ages, not to fin after their Example, Deut. 
T” 33. 11. 4 | 
0 ä 
0 15 
* * I have ſaid already, hath been aSeR. I. 
10 Plea for an ordain'd Miniſtry; for the 
as Principles, which I have endeavour'd to diſ- 
* prove, are wholly againſt it, ſo that if they 
5 ſtand, that muſt fall. And if they be not 
1d weighed, and found light, all that can be ſaid 
ust for it will, with ſome, be thought nothing. 
ny But I ſhall now endeavour to make ſome fur- 
of ther Apology for the Miniſtry; and to this 
| End, conſider, how God ſettled a Prieſthood, 
ſts which was to continue till Chriſt ; and how 
by Chriſt appainted a Miniſtry, which is to con- 
e; tinue to the End of the World. 8 
wn 1. The Iſraelites did not, by a voluntary 
ed. entring into a Covenant with one another, make 
At- themſelves a Church: God made a Covenant 
ple with them all, and the Ten Commandments 


ple WW Vere the Words of * Covenant, Exod. 34. 28. 
[ 3. An 
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And they oft promiſed to obey God in all 
that he commanded, Exod. 19. 8. and 24. 3, 7. 
But ftill they might have been as many Chur- 
ches as Tribes; or every Maſter of a Family 
might have offered Sacrifice, as they had for- 
merly done, if God had ſo pleaſed; but he 
appointed a Tabernacle to be made, where Sa- 
| crifice and Incenſe ſhould be offered for them 
all ; and Prieſts to be conſecrated, who ſhould 
offer them. Thus they were made a Church, 
and one Church. But the People had nothing 
to do in the Caſe, but to obey. All was done 
by Moſes, by the Appointment of God; and 
the People did not chooſe the Prieſts, nor the 
Tribe or Family that they ſhould be of, nor 
was their Conſent ask'd. to the Choice that was 
made. They are ſaid to ſer a King over them- 
ſelves, Deut. 17. 14, 15. 1 Chron. 11. 3, and 12. 
38. but God ſet Prieſts over them; and they 
never made themſelves any, till Jeroboam, the 
Son of Nebat, made them Prieſts of the loweſt of 
the People, which were not of the Sous of Levi, 


1 Kings 12. 31. God had appointed the Prieſts 


to be of one Tribe, and Family, that every 
Father might teach his Sons the Work, and 
Duty they were to be conſecrated to; but the 


revolted Iſraelites did not care whether their 
Prieſts had any Education or no, any would 


ſerve their Turns. | 
But God appointed not only the Prieſts, but 
the Levites, who were an inferior Order, to 
ſerve the Prieſts. And as a whole Tribe would 
thus be taken off from ſerving in War, and 
bearing other publick Burdens, wich the reſt 
of the Indes; the Rulers of the Congregation laid 
their Hands upon them for once, to reſign them 
to the Service of God, and his Prieſts; and to 
quit their on Claim to their Services. 8 
k thus 
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which the Lord had ſettled among them. 
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thus in a ſort implicitely they may ſeem to have 
given conſent to the Prieſthood, and all Things 


As for the Covenants which they made long 
after, in ſeveral Ages, they did not make them 
a Church; for they were ſo before any of 
them were made; but they were brought to 
enter into them by their good Governors, ſuch 
as Jehoi ada the Prieſt, Joſiab, Nehemiah, &e. 
to engage them to reform what was amiſs, and 
to obſerve the Law of God. 


2. When Chriſt would ſettle a Miniſtry, not 


ſo properly in his Church, -as in the World, 
to gather a Church our of it; he 


Prieſthood in Jrael was from Aaron, and his 
Sons. But theſe were no more choſen by the 
People, than Aaron and his Sons had been. 
But after Chriſt had ſpent the Night in Prayer, 
in the Morning he calleth unto him, him whom he 
himſelf would, 3; ien durde, and they came unto 
him, and he ordained Twelve. Compare 
Luke 6. 12, 13. with Mark 3. 13, 14. riſt 
himſelf choſe and ordained them, and the Peo- 
ple had no. Hand in it, And thus that the 
Chriſtian Miniſtry might be educated, and fir 
for their Work, it was begun in a kind of 
School of Prophets; Samuel, and Elijah, and 
Eliſha had Sons of the Prophets under them, 


began it in his 
Apoſtles, from whom the Chriftian Miniſtry 
ſhould be propagated, in all Ages, as the 


* 
» 
# 


ſo had many others; therefore Amos fays, I ama 5. 


| was no Prophet's Son. And they ſeem to have 14. 


had ſuch Schools even in the Capitivity, Ezra 
8. 17, 18, and after it, Mal. 2. 12. Now theſe 
Schools ſurely were intended chiefly for the edu- 
cating Prieſts, and Levites, that beſides the In- 
ſtructions which they had from their Fathers, 
they might be more abundantly fitted IT 

ork. 
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Work. Nou the Apoſtles were the Sons or Scho- 
lars of the great Prophet, that was like unto Mo- 
ſes, but much greater than Moſes, and taught by 
him for about three Years and an half, publick- 
ly, and privately. Juſt before his Death he 
gave them Authority to adminiſter the Lord's. 
Supper, when he ſaid, Do this in Remembrance 
of me, and after his Reſurrection to diſciple all 
Nations, to haptize them, and teach them ; and 
promiſed to be with them, and thoſe that ſuc- 
ceeded them, to the End of the World. But how 
ſhould any be admitted to the ſame Office of 
Miniſtry, which they had, and ſo do the Work 
of it, in all following Ages, but by being or- 
dained hy them, or from them? At leaft, what 
way fo likely as this? as the Prieſts in Hrael 
were made ſo by a ſucceſſive Conſecration. Af- 
tex the pouring out of the Spirit; they convert- 
ed, and baptined many, and were the firſt Elders, 
Biſhops, Paſtors, Teachers, Rulers, in the 
firſt Church of Jeruſalem; but never choſen 
by the People, it was their Duty to ſubmit 
to them, as ſet over them by Chriſt. And 
the Apoſtles taught them, miniſtred Sacraments, 
and ruled them, not by any Authority they had 
from the People, or their Choice; but by the 
Authority, they had from Chriſt, to whom all 
Chriſtians are many Ways, and by their very 
Baptiſm, and Profeſſion, bound to be ſubject in 
all Things. 1 WY 
But it was foretold that there ſhould be two 
_ Orders of Miniſtry in the Goſpel Church, which 
ſhould for a long Time conſiſt chiefly, and on- 
ly of Gentiles. - I will alſo rake of them, i. e. of 
19.66.21. the Gentiles, jor Prieſts, and for Levites, ſaith the 
; Lord. But both were to begin in the Church of 
Jeruſalem. The Apoſtles, like the Prieſts in 
Hjrael, were choſen and ordained by Chriſt ; * 
the 


as well as among the Jeus, the Goſpel and Mi- 
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the Deacons, who were to ſerve them, as the 
Levites did the Prieſts, were choſen + by the 
People. The higher Order of Miniſtry were 
then in Time, and are always in Order of Na+ 
ture, before Churches ; ; but the lower Ordet 
are after Churches, and choſen by them, as 
not being eſſential to them, but for their better 
being; non ad eſſe, ſed ad melius eſſe. And as the 
Apoſtles, the firſt Elders, were not choſen by 
any Church; ſo we have already ſeen, that 
there is no clear Proof that any one Elder was 
ever choſen by the People, in any Church, in 
the Apoſtles Times ; but they were made El- 
ders in a ſucceſſive Way, being ordained by _ 
as were Elders before them. 

This will appear, if we conſider: how a Mi- Sect. I 
niſtry was ſettled among the Gentiles, particu- ' 
larly in the Roman Empire, where it was to 
continue, as it does, to this Day ; when in ma- 
ny remote Parts, among the barbarous Nations, 


niſtry ſeem ſoon to have come to an End. 

Paul, and Barnabas were not choſen by any 
People, but by God; but they were ordained 
alſo by the Corhinand 'of God. And they faſted, 5 * 
and ry and laid their Hands on them. Before 
this they were Prophets, and Teachers; but 
now they were Elders, and could do all the 
Works of Elders, and ſo could ordain others. | 
But they were alſo Apoſtles, added to thoſe 41 
that remained of them; for James, the Bro- [ 
ther of John, was dead, and they were ſubſti- 
tuted in his Room. So they were equal in 
Dignity, Power, and Privileges, to thoſe that 
were the firſt Elders. Paul ſhews' that he had 
ſeen Chriſt after his Reſurrection, and ſo was! 8 1. 
a Witneſs of it; that he had deen taught im- * „ 
mediately by his, as well as they; he was not Gal. 1. 1. 
0 14 
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of Men, as falſe Teachers, that are nor ſent of 
God; nor by Man only, as ordinary Elders, 
that have not an immediate Call from. God : 
But Chriſt fpake to him, and the Holy Ghoſt 
faid, Separate him to me; which was done accord- 
ingly in his Ordination. And he had not a 
Thought of denying this, but ſeems to ſpeak of 
it, Rom. 1. 1. The oly Ghoſt had faid Agοεαν,ðe:;, 
Atts 13.2. Separate him, and Rom. 1. 1. he fays, he 
had been 4930415 pivc;, ſeparated to the Goſpel of God. 
So that his plain Meaning, Gal. 1. 1. is, that 
though he had been ordained by Men as an 
Elder, yet that was not all, it was by the ſpe- 
cial Commandment of God, and he had an im- 
mediate Call by Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Father, 
| as much as any of the Apoſtles. When God 
Hof, 6. 6. ſays, he defired not Sacrifice, and Chrift bad la- 
John 6. bouring People not to labour for the Meat which 
27 periſhes, we muſt underſtand, not only, or chief- 
1 Tim. 2, ly. So when the Apoſtle ſays, Adam was not 
14. deceived, he means not firſt deceived, ſo as 
to tempt Eve to Sin; but the Woman being de- 

ceived, was in the Tranſgreſſios, i. e. firſt in it, 

fo as to draw Adam to fin. Servants are to do 

Eph. 6. 7. Service as to the Lord, and not to Men, i. e. not to 
Col. 3. 23. Men only, er chiefly. If we thus interpret Gal. 
1. 1. the Senſe is plain and eaſy; but elſe we ſhall 

make him contradi& Luke, in what he fays, Act, 

13. 2, 3. which we are ſure he does not. The 
Apoftles were Prophets, and Teachers, fo were 

Paul and Barnabas before this Time; but the 
Apoſtles were alfo Elders, having Power to mi- 
niſter Sacraments, and ordain ; but ſo were not 
they till now. t Ps | 
The Prophets in {ſrae] had Power to teach, 
ſo had the Priefts ; but the Prophets had ex- 
traordinary Gifts to fit them for the Work of 
teaching, and it ſwas their whole Work; oy 
they 
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Place, both to Jeus and Gentiles; and they 


Sven thee by the putting on of my Hands; much 
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they might not offer Sacrifices as the Prieſts: 
But ſome, as Jeremiah, and Exekiel, were both 
Prophets, and Prieſts. E 
Paul, and Barnabas beiug now compleat Apo- 
ſtles, not only Prophets, but Elders, went, as 
all the other Apoſtles are thought to have done 


about this Time, to do the Work of Evange- 
liſts, 1. e. to preach the Goſpel from Place to 


converted, and baptized many, and formed 
Churches or Congregations in many Places. 
In theſe Churches they were the firſt Paſtors, 
or Elders, or Biſnops; and read the Scriptures, 
or cauſed them to be read publickly in the Con- 
gregation, preached, adminiſtred the Lord's- 
upper, and governed the People as their 
Paſtors. But becauſe they could not ſtay long 
with them, they ordained them Elders in every 
Church, who ſhould do the like Works, when 
they were gone, As 14. 23. X 3 
When Paul had Silas for his Aſſiſtant, he Adds 16. z. 
would alſo have Timothy to go forth with him. But 
Timothy was not choſen by any Church, it was 
Paul that choſe him, Silas, no doubt, approving 
the Choice. But he was well reported of by the 
Brethren that were at Lyftra, and Iconium. And | 
now probably he was ordained with the laying on 1 Tim. 4. 
of the Hands of the Presbytery, at Lyſtra, if that 14 
was his Town. But Paul had the chief Hand in 
ordaining him, as being Preſident of the Pres- 
bytery, on which Account he faith, Stir ap the 2 Tim. 1; 
Gift of God, which is in thee, by the putting on of 6- 
my Hands. For though Silas, and the Elders of 
the Church of Lyftra, the whole Presbytery there, 
laid on their Hands as well as Paul, and any 
one of them might have admoniſned him as Paul 
does, to do the Work of his Office, which was 


more 
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more might Paul. ſay ſo, who was in many 
Reſpects the chief in the Action. And poſſi- 
bly by Means of him ſome extraordigary Gifts 
might be given with the Office. But that Ti- 
mothy was ordained now, ſome Years before there 
was any Church at Epheſus, and ſo not for that, 
as the Poſtſcript of 2 Tim. ſays, we may gather 
by the Account we have of his Travails with 
Paul, through Natolia, to Troas, to Philippi, 
Theſſalonica, Berea, Athens, and Corinth. He was 
one that helped to found the Church of Corinth ; 
Chriſt, faith Paul, was preached among you by us, 
by me, and Silvanus, and Timotheus. And long 


2 Theſſ. 3. before that, the —_ calls him our Brother, 


and Miniſter of God, and our Fellow-Labourer in 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. And no other Time. and 
Place can, with any ſhew of Probability, be 
aſſigned for his Ordination, but that he was 
ordained at Lyſtra, when he was well reported of 
by the Brethren there, and Paul would have him to 
go forth with him. However, there is not the 
leaſt Proof that he was ever choſen by any Peo- 
ple; but it is clear, that he was choſen by Paul, 
and ordained by a Presbytery. _ 
Timothy was to educate Men for the Miniſtry, 
as he had been taught and ordain'd ; and ſo the 
Miniftry was to be propagated in a ſucceſſive 


2 Tim, 2. Way. And the Things which thou haſt heard of 


me, among many Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to 
Faithſul Men, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo. 
Hou ſhould he commit the Truths of the Go{- 
pel, the Credenda, and Agenda of Religion, to 

uch as were to be Teachers of others? Not 
by publick preaching only, for ſo he taught 
whole Congregations ; but by educating ſome 
for the Miniſtry, as he had been educated un- 
der Paul, wit other Sons of the Prophets; he 
had heard among many Mitneſſes, and by ordain- 
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ing them: This is the Way to make them Teach- 
ers of others, and to commit thoſe Things 


to them as a Truſt, ſee 2 Tim. 1. 13, 14. But 
who ſhall chooſe them, or judge whether they 
be faithful Men? and able or fit to teach others? 


| Hitherto we have ſeen nothing of the Peoples 


chooſing, or judging in ſuch Caſes, nor do we 
find any Thing of it here; but Timothy and 
other Ordainers were to chooſe, and judge. 
But as Timothy had been well reported of by the 
Brethren, the like might he expect of theſe. 
Shew'me thy Faith by thy Works. | 

Titus was to do the like Work in Creet, that 
Timothy did elſewhere, viz. to ordain Elders. 
For this Cauſe left I thee in Creet, that thou ſhould- 
eſt ——— ordain Elders in every City, as I had ap- 
pointed thee, If any be blameleſs —— for a Biſhop 
muſt be blameleſs. —— As Paul and Barnabas 
ordained Elders in every Church, ſo Titus, who poſ- 
ſibly might be with them then (for he was ſoon 
after, Gal. 2. 1. with Acts 15. 2.) muſt ordain 
Elders or Biſhops in every City. We need not 
think that he muſt ordain alone, neither Paul, nor 
Barnabas, nor any of the Apoſtle did ſo ; and 
he had Zenas and Apollas, and tis likely other 
Elders, with him, ch. 3. 13. But he was to have 
the chief Care about it, and chief Hand in it, 
for the Time he was to ſtay there, ch. 3. 12. 
He was to ordain Elders in every City, where 
there were Chriſtians, where there was a Church 
that had none, or none but ſuch as were pre- 
ſently to leave them ; as Titus himſelf and Zenas 
and Apollos were. But it ſeems he was to ordain 


ſome in every City, where there were any that 


were blameleſs, — and ſo qualified to be Elders 
as he preſcribes, though there were ſcarce any 
more Chriſtians to meet together than thoſe El-, 
ders, and their Families. So that they were 
2 K 2 | to 
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4 to be; as Clemens Rom. ſpeaks, Biſhops for thoſe 


that ſhould afterwards believe, He thinks it no 
Abſurdity to ſpeak of Biſhops being before 
Churches ; but ſpeaks of the Apoſtles, and 
their Aſſiſtants, ordaining ſuch. And if they 
were Perſons of ſuch Holineſs, and Abilities, 
as the Apoſtle deſcribes, many would be con- 
verted by God's Bleſſing upon their Labours ; 
and there would, after a while, be large Chur- 


ches, as hath often come to paſs. However, 


Laymen are not ſpoken to to chooſe, or to make 
Minifters ; but Timothy and Titus, who were 
Miniſters, are to do it; and all the Directions 
about that great Work are given to them, and 
never to any Laymen. | 

On this Occaſion we may obſerve, that the 
Canons or Rules, ' to ſhew how Elders or Biſhops 
muſt be qualified, are given in theſe Epiſtles, 
written to Elders, to ſhew what Perſons they 
ſhould ordain ; not to Churches to ſhew what 
Perſons they ſhould chooſe ; probably becauſe no 
ſuch Duty is incumbent on them. If it be ſaid, 
ſuch Rules are given about Deacons too, and 
yet it is plain, and owned by all, that they 
are to be choſen by the People ; the Reaſon 
may be, becauſe Elders muſt have the chief 
Hand in making Deacons too. They muſt put 
the People on chooſing them, teach them how 
they muſt be qualified, judge whether they be 
ſo, then ordain them, and when they have or- 
dained, employ them, Acts 6. But it Laymen 
were to have the chief Hand, yea, all the Pow- 


er in making Elders by their chooſing them, 


and Ordination was but an AdjunG ; how ftrange 
would it be that Laymen ſhould not be taught 
how to uſe their great Power, bur Elders be ſo 
giligently taught how the Ordained muſt be 
qualified, that they might take Care to ordain 
i Ferſon?ʒ Haring 
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Having ſeen, by many Inſtances, how El- 
ders were made among the Gentiles; we may 
conclude, that thoſe in the Jewiſh. Churches 
were made in the ſame Manner; in particu- 
lar, that the Elders in the Church of Jeruſalem 
were ordained by the Apoſtles, to be Paſtors of. 
that Church, when they were gone to preach in 
other Parts of the World. | 


The Manner of Ordaining was by laying SeQ. III. 


on of Hands, of this we have already had di- 
vers Inftances. So the firſt Deacons were or- 
dained. So Paul, and Barnabas were ordained, 
and ſo they ordained for the People Elders in 
every Church. So Timothy was ordained, by lay- 
ing on of the Hands of a Presbytery. 

I ſhall mention two Inſtances more. 

1 Tim. 5. 22. Lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, 
neither be Partaker of other Mens Sins, i. e. Be 
not haſty in ordaining any, till it be clear that 
he is duly qualified ; and if other Elders be for 
ordaining an,unworthy Perſon, they fin, but do not 
thou join with them 1n their Sin, nor bring on thy 
ſelf the Guilt of the Sins of the Ordained ; and 
ver. 24. Some Mens Sins are open before Hand 
So that if due Time be taken, and enquiry be 
made, they may be known to be unfit for the 
Miniftry ; and the good Works of others may be 
known, ver. 25. It appears, by the whole Scope 
of the Place, that laying on | Hands of Elders, 


ſuch as Timothy, and others that are ſpoken of 


were, is put for Ordination, as being a chief 
Part of it; one would think Eſſential to it by the 


Will of Chriſt, the outward and viſible Sign, 


by which it is diſtinguiſh'd from all other Or- 
dinances : For Faſting and Prayer may and 

muſt be uſed on many other Occaſions. 
| Heb. 6. 2. The laying on of Hands is put for Or- 
dination, and that for the Miniſtry, by a Me- 
| MEET . --- a; 
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talepfis; and it is ſpoken of, as one of the Fun- 
damental Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion, 
joined with Repentance, Faith, Baptiſm, the Re- 
ſurrection, and Judgment. Now Fundamentals 
1 are the ſame in all Ages, to the End of the 
i World, and ſhould be known by all Chriſtians. 
Ni And ſeeing Chriſt hath appointed a Miniſtry 
1 in his Church, to whom all his People muſt ſub- 
mit in the due Execution of their Office; and 
he that | hears them, hears Chriſt, and he that de- 
1 ſpiſeth them, deſpiſeth Chriſt : This muſt needs be 
| one of the chief Things in Religion, which all 
it Chriſtians ſhould know. As the {ſraelites knew 
| | that God appointed Prieſts and Levites in Iſrael : 
1 So Chriſtians ſnould know that Chriſt hath ap- 


4 pointed Biſhops, and Deacons in his Church : Yea, 
_ they ſhould be in every Congregation, and be 
l publickly ordained there, by laying on of Hands; 
i to that the laying on of Hands, in making Mini- 0 
ſters, might be known to all Chriſtians, even : 
the weakeſt in Knowledge, and even to Chil- F 
Wl dren, when any Thing advanced in Age. ry 
if The laying on of Hands, after Baptiſm, ft 
1 which, at laſt, occaſioned the Popiſn Sacrament * 
in of Confirmation, and the laying on of Hands b. 
. for reconciling of Penitents, were not known ly 
i! in the Apoſtles Time; but were Innovati- mM 
j ens, and Inventions of Men, in the following 8 
| a 1 85 2 
We have now had many Proofs, that Elders 
i were ordained in a ſucceſſive Way, by laying Ct 
[| on of the Hands of Presbyteries ; but we have tha 
| {een nothing to prove Laymens chooſing Elders, 45 
1 at leaſt, not of their doing it alone, much leſs 40 
1 their making Elders, doing all in the Caſe. But * 
1 we have ſomething againſt this to reprove, and 9 
condemn it. {I 3 : be a 
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2 Tim. 4. 3. The Time will come, when they will 
not endure ſound Doctrine, but after their own Luſts 
ſhall they heap to themſelves Teachers, having itching 
Ears. The Principle here deſcribed is bad, they 
will not endure ſound Doctrine, ſuch as Timothy 
taught; ſo ver. 4. but having itching Ears, would 
hanker after Novelties, ſuch Doctrine as would 
not diſturb or diſquiet them, though walking 
after their Luſts; ever learning, and never able to 
come to the Knowledge of the Truth, to be ſettled 
init. The May they would take is bad, to get 
| new Teachers, many of them, to. encourage 

any that ſtarted up with new Opinions, to make 
f them, and heap them up to themſelves ; though 
they were not ordained as Teachers ſhould be, 
they would chooſe them, and flock to them, and 
it may be ordain them, after their own Way. 


ot Jude 11. They periſhed in the Gainſaying of 
4 Core, or Norah. But ſeeing AKorah oppoſed 
# Aaron, and his Sons, who were conſecrated 
1 Prieſts, what could the following of his Gainſay- 
2 ing be, but the oppoſing an ordained Mini- 
| ſry, in the Time of the Goſpel ? But ſurely they 
> would not be withont any Sort of Miniſters, 


f but whilſt they oppoſed thoſe that were right- 
xt ly ordained, they would ſtand by thoſe thar 
were made by themſelves. But this was a 
Sin by which they loſt their Souls, they periſhed 
NS by this Gainſaying. . 

If we look to the following Ages of the ** 68. 
Church, it's clear, by Cyprian, to name no more, — 1 * 
Et that a Biſhop, or chief Paſtor of a Congrega- 
tion was not made by the Lay People; but or- 
iſs dained by the neighbouring Biſhops, with the 
But Approbation of the People, or at moſt, their 

Votes. But the having the Name Biſhop ap- 
propriated to him, and his being choſen by the 
People, if he was ſo, were new Things, oo 

the 
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the firſt Steps to Prelacy. So was his being or- 
dained by neighbouring. Biſhops, except in 
Caſe of Neceſſity, as when there was no Pres- 
bytery in the Church. In the Church of Alex- 
andria, when the Biſhop was dead, the Elders 
for above 200 Years ſet one of their Number in 
the Chair. Bur their taking Place by Seniority 
of Ordination, if any Thing fit for the Chair, 


or which is all one, for the Pulpit (for the Bi- 
ſhop preach d in his Chair) ſeems to have been 


the moſt antient Cuſtom, | 

However, in all Ages there hath been a 
ſucceſſive Ordination of Elders, by laying on 
of the Hands of a Prelate, and other Elders 


with him, which hath been a kind of Presbytery. 


And though the Miniſtry hath thus come down 
in Part, through Popiſh Times and Hands ; fo 
hath Baptiſm, and the Lord's-Supper, and 
the Lord's-Day, and the holding of Aſſem- 
blies in it, for Worſhip. So have the Scrip- 
tures, the Old Teftament hath been kept Pure, 
and conveyed down by Jews, the utter Ene- 
mies of Chriſt ; and both Old, and New, b 
Greeks, and Papiſts. And yet we have Cauſe 
to be thankful for theſe Things. It is not 
our Sin, nor Fault, that Ordinations in former 
Times have not been regular; we muſt make 
the beſt of that which is. In {frael oft bad Men 
were true Prieſts, as Hophni, and Phinehas, the 
Sons of Ek, yea, Annas, and Caiaphas, And 
there had been ſometimes a Succeſſion of ſuch. 
And Judas Iſcariot, though far from being a 
2 Man, was a true Apoſtle; and tis like 
ved others, Soul and Body, by Preaching, 
and Miracles. And though Chrift knew that 
he was a Devil, and what he would do, yer 
he made him an Apoſtle ; ſurely to teach his 
People to expect, that ſometimes there 1 
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be bad Men in the higheſt Places in the Church, 
and yet that divine Ordinances would be va- 
Hdly adminiſtred by them. And though the 
Pope, to whom the Ordainers in England; and - ;. 
other Places were ſubje& for many Ages; be Theft. a. 
that Man of Sin, and lawleſs one, 2 Theſf. 2.3“ 
yet tis alſo true that he fits in the Temple of God, 
He wing himſelf that he is God, i. e. he would for 
a long Time bear ſuch ſway in the viſſible 
Church, as if he alone was Lord of it, and 
yet it would ſtill be the Temple of God, the Church 
of Chriſt; and the Ordinances miniſtred in it, 
though ſadly corrupted, yet for the Subſtance 
of them, his Ordinances. And though the Apo- 
ſtaſy of the Church would be ſo ſad and gene- 
ral, yet he would have a People in all Ages, 
that ſhould not periſh, but be ſaved, And it. * 
may ſeem by thoſe Words, Come out of ber, m Rev. 18. 
People, that he hath, and will have 4 People in 
that Apoſtate Church, till the laſt Deſtructionm 
of it. So he hath had inall Ages, a ſmall, but 
ſufficient Number of faithful Miniſters, two Mi- 
nefſes Prophe ſying in Sackclot h. „ 
But it is needful to anſwer ſome Objections, St. NV. 
or rectify ſome Miſtakes, which hinder many 
from diſcerning the Truth. 42 
Obj. 1. We read of no Ordinations'in Scrip- 
ture made by ordinary Officers, ſuch as Elders, 
but by extraordinary Officers, fach as Apoſtles, 
and Evangeliſts. e . 
Anſ. If we do not, yet who may we ſuppoſe 
ſhould ſucceed the Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts in 
this Work of Ordaining ? ſhould not Elders, 
rather than Laymen? will not they generally. 
be fitteſt for it ? and may not they, beſt lay 
Claim to it 3 who ſucceed the Apoftles in their 
other Works of Preaching, Praying, miniſtring 
Sacraments, Ruling ? | TW 
| L But 


74 A DerFanceof an | 
But it is not clear, that only Apoſtles, and 
Evangeliſts ordained. - Paul and Sas would or- 
dain Temothy, in ſome Church; and ſo che Prei- 
byterp, that laid Hands on him, were the El- 
ders of ſome Church, of which Paul, and Slas 
were for the "Time chief. But as thoſe Elders 
then ordained withthem,fo when they were gone, 
they mighr, and in Time muſt do it without 
them; that there might be a Succeſſion of Elders, 
and the Church not tail for want of them. 
And how were the Evangeliſts extraordinary? 
their Name ſhews their Work, they preach'd the 
Goſpel to Infidels, baptized, held Aſſemblies, and 
ordained Elders for the Churches. The Apoltles 
were the firſt and chief Evangeliſts, and had 
others to aſſiſt them. But others have done theſe 
Works in many Ages ſince, and may do, and 
will do ſtill more and more, in due Time. 

And how were the Afoſtles extraordinary? 
They were Elders, as chemſelves ſay, 1 Pet. 5. 1. 
2 John x. and 3 John 1. and Paſtors in the firſt 
Church, the firſt Elders, the firſt Paſtors. 

They preached, they prayed, they miniſtred 
Sacraments, they ruled, and ordained. Theſe 
were their Works, but other Elders did theſe ni 
as well as they, and did them after them, and th 
muſt do them as long as the World ſtands. As 
there muſt be preaching, and baptizing, for 
continuing, and enlarging the Church, teach- 
ing, miniſtring the Lord's-Supper, and ruling 
for edifying it; ſo there muſt be Ordination, 

Mat. 28. for continuing the Miniſtry. And Chriſt pro- 

20. miſed to be with his Apoſtles always, even to the 
End of the World, in that gracious Promiſe, 
comprehending all their Succeſſors, walking in 
their Spirit, as one Body with them. And as 
Aaron and his Sons were the firſt Prieſts in 
£reel, and all others were conſecrated by * 

a * 
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from them ; fo the Apoſtles were the firſt El- 


ders or Bi 
others to be ordain d by them, or from them. 


But the Apoſtles were extraordinary in iheir 
Prwileges, of their being choſen, and 


| taught, 
and ſent immeſ iately by Chriſt, Eye Wirneſſes 
of his Reſurrection, and in their Gifts of 
Tongues, Prophefy, Miracles, Inſpiration, Gc. 


Thbeſe were perſonal, 2nd to dic with them; 
but the Power of ordaming was not, no more 


than that of preaching, and adminiſtring Sa- 
craments. And the prefent Miniſters may juſt- 
ly glory, that whatioever Hands the Mmiſtry 
hath come through to them, yet they have the 
Apoſtles at the Head of the Line. Had we 
nothing to juſtify our Doctrine or Practice ty, 
but fome later Fathers, or a Gprian, Origen, Ter- 
tullian, Clemens, Trenens, or, perhaps, a forged 
Enatiur, we might by ſuch falltible, and oft mi- 
ftaken Guides, be led inta Error; but we have 
the Doctrine, and Practice of the Apoſtles, re- 
corded in Scripture, co be a Rule to us; and if 
ve follow that, we are ſafe. Rin. 

But how pervertly do they argue, that mag- 


nify the Apoſtles, to leſſen and diſparage all 


their Succeſſors in Ofhce, to make them nothing 
at all? Surely King Mziab did fo, he could 
not but know how Norah, and 250 Princes were 
puniſhed by God, for preſuming to offer In- 
cenſe ; but he might thiak that Aare indeed 
was an extraordinary Prieſt, God ſpake to 
him, and he did Miracles, and with Moſes 
brought {frael out of Ezypt, and he and his Sons 


| were conſecrated by Moſes, by the fpecial Com- 


mand of God; but what were theſe Prieſts in 
his Time, but that he, or his Princes might of- 
fer Incenſe as well as they? But though Aarox 
was more than a Prieſt, his Succeſſors were not 
| L 2 there- 


ſhops in the Chriſtian Church, and all 
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there fore leſs than Prieſts, nor Laymen as much 
Prieſts as they. And this Uzziah learnt to 
his Coſt. So though the Apoſtles were more 
than Elders, in reſpect of their extraordina- 
ry Gifts, and Privileges; yet the Office of 
Elders is the ſame in them, and all that ſucceed 
them. E e FP” 


Obj. 2. The laying on of Hands was forgiving 
the Holy Ghoſt, and fo it is not to be uſed now, 
when no ſuch Gifts are given. n 5 
Anſ. It was uſed as an outward Sign in Or- 
dination, when the Holy Ghoſt was not given 

by it, as in As 6. The Perſons ordained Dea- 

cons were full of the Holy Ghoſt before they 

were choſen, ver. 3, 5. but they were ſet apart 

to their Office by the laying on of Hands. Paul 

and Barnabas were full of the Holy Ghoſt, Atts 

9. 17. and 11. 24. long before Hands were laid 

on them, at Antioch, Act, 13. 3. but the Holy 

Ghoft ſald, ver. 2. Separate, or ſet them apart 

to me, for the Work whereunto I have called them; 

and they knew how, or at leaſt, were taught by 

the Holy Ghoſt to doit by laying on of Hands, 

on a Day of Faſting and Prayer "The Hands 

1 Tim. 4. of a Presbytery were laid on Timothy; but he 
14 had ſuch Gifts before, that the Apoſtle would 
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Ghoſt. And God may, and oft does give an 
Encreaſe of Gifts, and Fitneſs for the Mi- 
niſtry to this Day, where Ordination is right- 
ly performed, Num. 27. 18. with Deut. 34. 9. 

- This way of Ordaining, by laying on of 
the Hands of Elders, hath been continued and 
practiſed in the Church in all Ages, and is to 
this Day; and when other Rites were added to 
it, this was counted the chief, vide La Rocque, 
or Laroque Conform. of Eccleſ. diſc. &c. c. 1. J. 8. 
And ſeeing jt is not of Mens Inventions, in 
after Times, but of Divine Inftitution in the 
Apoſtles Times, Ads 13. 2, with 3. uſed by 
them, and plainly taught in Scripture ; who 
may dare now to caft it out of the Church? 


And ſeeing the Rite of ſtretching out of the 


Hands of the People, to make Miniſters by 
their chooſing them, was never - uſed by the 
People of God, in the Old, or New Teſta- 
ment, but was taken from Heathens ; who ma 
dare to bring it into Chriſt's Church? But thoſe 
who have dared, like Korah, to endeavour tlte 
taking away of an ordained Miniſtry as their 
End ; have dared to do both theſe as means 
to that End, viz. to caſt out of the Church, 
as far as they could, the laying on of the Hands 
of Elders, and to bring in the ſtretching out of 
the Hands of the People. 

- 0h. 3. Others ſay, that Ruling Elders, who 
have not been ordained, may lay on Hands in 
ordaining Teachers, 1 Tim. 5. 17. 


- Anſ. Thoſe that are truly Elders or Biſhops 


in Chriſt's Church have been ordained, and 
may ordain ; but if Laymen are falſly named 
Elders, this gives them no Power at all. And 
though others, beſides Browniſts, have ex- 


pounded 1 Tim. 5. 17. as ſpeaking of Lay El- 


ders, and given an Handle to the Brouniſts; 
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not ſad, Ber the Elders that rule well, be connted 
worthy: of double Honour, eſpecially they who. are or- 
dined; that might have intimated that fome El- 


ders, and im particular ruling Elders, e 
ardained : Hut here is nothing about ſome El- 


ders being ardain'd, more than others; but we 
leur o fremrother Scriptures that all Elders were 


ardanvd. Bat tis added, Eſpeciall, they who 


Itbayr.in the brd and Ductriue, by which it ap- 
pen rs, that Elders had different Works to do, 
ſome preached pubbckly, others that did not, 
vet might he ende geg, and do the more 
private Works of their Office well, and de- 
terre great Honour, by inſtructing, admoniſn- 
mg, reproving, comforting, making Peace, Cc. 
It 1 -thoutd' ſay, the Prieſts in Hrael, that of- 
fered Incenſe and Sacrifices well, deſerred Ho- 
nour, eſpecially thole that taught diligently 
in the Synagogues; and any would thence 


infer that forme Prieſts were conſecrated, and 


fome were nor, they would greatly pervert 
my Words, putting an abſurd Senſe upon 
0h. 4 There is no viſtble Church but a Con- 


gregation, no Catholick viſible Church in which 
are ſenſible that the 


Muiſters are ſet. They 
Church and Miniſtry muſt ſtand or fall toge- 


mer, and that they who take away the Mi- 


niſtry, would take away the Church. But, 
Anſ. What Congregations are viſible: Chur- 
ches? all whoſe Miniſters and Members pro- 


feſs the Faith of Chriſt 2 if ſo, the Congrega- 


tions of | Papifts, Greeks, Lutherans, Epiſcopal, 
Precbyterians, - Independents; &c. as well as thoſe 


made by Laymen, will be viſible Churches. 
However, inſtead of one viſible Church, and to 
take that away, they make many. And ſurely 


an 


ſuch. It is 


OnDained MiNnitary. 
an ordained Miniſtry can't make thoſe /Congne- 
gations not to be ſo, that otherwite' would be 
viſible Churches. * ig n 
But how is a Congregation viſible? hen they 
are met together twice a Week, it is viſible tu 
thoſe that are preſent, and have their .Sight ; 


and yet tis ſo but in Part, for all the Members 


are ſeldom, if ever. preſent at one Time. 
But how is it viſible to the Blind, or to choke 
that never come near it, to thoſe that are 0 
or 1000 Miles off? And how is it viſible to:zoy 
the greateſt Part of the Week, or in Times wf 
Perſecution, when there is no Aſſembly 2 I up- 
pole they will ſay tis viſible always to the Eyes 
of the Mind. But then "tis as true, that the 
Mind can as eaſily conceive of all Chriſtians in 
the World, as profeſſing the Faith of Chriſt, 
as it can of the Members of one Congregatian, 
meeting ſometimes together. It is as common- 
iy known what Religion Men are of, as it is 
what Country or Place. they belong to, what 
Quality they are of, or what Trades and Cal- 
lings they follow. Now if all Chriſtians be 
conſidered, or ſpoken of, as one Body Poli- 


tick; one Kingdom of Subjects under 'Chrift 


the King; there we have a Church viſible. 

But how 1s it proper to call thoſe that never 
meet together, a Church or Congregation 2 So 
the Queſtion is only about the Senſe and Uſe of 
the Word Church. Bur I ſay, as before, bow 
is it proper to call a Company of People, that 
are not met together, a Congregation or Afſem- 
bly? But nothing is more common than ſuch 
a Figurative, and if you will have it fo, impro- 


per Uſe of Words. And they not only allow 


this, but earneſtly contend that all true Chriſti- 
ans are the inviſible Church ; Then why may 
not all chat are Chriſtians, in Name and Pro- 
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feſſion, be called the viſible Church? If they 
ſay, all true Chriſtians ſhall meet together, at 
the great Day with Chriſt, it is true, they 
ſnall do ſo, to their exceeding Joy; but they do 
not meet together at preſent, no more than all 
profeſſed Chriſtians do. But when one ſort do, 
Mat. 25. the other ſhall; and then, and not till then, ſhall 
3532,33. Chriſt the great Shepherd ſeparate the Sheep from 

. the Goats, which till then had been together in 
that great Fold or Paſture, the viſible Church. 


E | Mat.13. And then he will ſend his Angels, and they ſhall ga- 


41, 42. ther ont of his Kingdom all Things which offend, and 
them which do Ini guity, and ſhall caſt them into a 
Furnace of Fire. As in a Kingdom there oft are 
not only good and loving Subjects, but Ene- 
mies that foon prove Traitors and Rebels; ſo 
there are and will be in Chriſt's Kingdom, till 
the great Day. The Workers of Iniquity were 
in it, or elſe they could not be caſt out of 
it; and they are to be in it till that Day; for 
that is the only Time for caſting them out. The 
Wheat and Tares muſt grow together until the Har- 
weſt, the End of the World. And what can this 
Kingdom of Chriſt be, but the wvifible Church of 
Chriſt ? The inviſible Church has not one Work- 
er of Iniquity in it, not one that is to be caſt out 
Mat. 3. 2. of it, and caſt into the Furnace of Fire. And 
& 13. 47 what do thoſe other Similitudes of Chriſt's Floor 
3 FR * of Wheat, and Chaff; the Net that had good Fiſh and 
to 13. & bad, which are expounded to be the Juſt or Righte- 
25. 1, 2. out, and the Wicked ; the Marriage Feaſt, at which 


Jobn 15. him that had not on a Wedding Garment ; the wiſe 
1, 2 6. and fooliſh Virgins ; the fruitful and fruitleſs Bran- 
2 Tim. 2. % in Chriſt the Vine; the Veſſels for Honour, 
and Diſbonour in a great Houſe : What do all 
theſe Similitudes ſignify, but the viſible Church, 
in which good and bad are mix d 2 . 


were good Gueſts, and alſo bad, ſignified by 
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No particular Church is meant by them, but 

all that profeſs the true Religion are ſpoken 
of as one Body. And will any Chriſtian dare 
to ſay this is all a meer Fiction? and there is no 
ſuch Thing as an univerſal viſible Church? 

And what is that one Boch, into which all 1 Cor. 12. 
Chriftians are baptized? not any particular 13. 
Church, nor the inviſible Church, conſiſting of 
the few that are choſen, but the viſible Church, Mat. 22. 
which contains the many that are called. Into 14 
what Church was the Eunuch baptized, on his Ads 8. 35. 
rofeſſing to believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the & 9. 18, 
Fon of God? or the Apoſtle Paul? he was a Stran- 19. 

ger at Damaſcus, and never fixed there. Into 
whar Church were thoſe baptized that belonged 
to Countries where there were no Churches ? or 
before there were any? They were all baptized 
into une Body, the viſible Church. And fo are 
all to this Day, even thoſe that are baptized 
in particular Churches. They oft remove from 
a particular Church, ſometimes a Thouſand, 
or many thouſand Miles, and their Relati- 
on to it ceaſer-; but ſtill they are Members 
of the Catholick Church viſible, unleſs they 
apoſtatize from the true Religion. | 
And as to the Word Church, Paul faith, 7 Phil. z. 6, 
perſecuted the Church of God. And it is plain, he Gal. 1. 13. 
does not name, nor mean any particular ! Cor. 13. 
Church; nor does he ſpeak of the inviſible 
Church, as if he had known true Chriſtians 

from meer Profeflors, and his ſpite had beer 
only againſt the former fort; no, his Rage war As 9. 1, 
againft the Name of Jeſus, as being called Chriſt, 14. & 26. 
and againft alt that profeſſed Faith in him. It 9, 10, 11. 
was the viſible Church which he perſecuted, 
and many of the Saints, or Members of it he 
compelled to blaſpheme. We ore taught to give 1 Cor. 10, 
none Offence,” neither to Jews; nor | Gentiles, nor 3. 
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to the Church of God, i. e. to Chriſtians, or the 


viſible Church, who are known to Men by their 
Profeſſion ; not only the inviſible Church, who 
are certainly known only to God, by the Since- 


rity of their Hearts. | 
The laſt Place I ſhall bring, is 1 Cor, 12. 28. 


God hath ſet ſome in the Church, — Apoſtles, — 


Prophets, — Teachers, — The Church, in which 
Miniſters are ſet, is not the inviſible Church; 
that has no Minifters ſet in it, though the Mem- 
bers of it are firſt converted, and brought into 
it, and then edified and kept in it, by the Mini- 
ſtry and Ordinances , diſpenſed by them in the 
viſible Church. Burt all rrue Chriftians, whether 
Miniſters, or People, are equally Members of 
it; but who thoſe are is certainly Look only to 
God. And ſome Minifters are ordained not to 
ſerve in any particular Church, as Timothy, and 
many others were not. The Poſtſcript to 2 Tin. 
ſays, he was ordained the firſt Biſhop of the Church 
of the Epheſians; but he was ordained, as I 


Have ſhewed, ſome Years before there was 


any Church at Epheſus. It has been provided 
by the Canons or Rules, that Miniſters ſhould 
be ordained to ſerve in ſome particular Cure, 
to prevent an idle, an indigent, and ſo a con- 
temptible Miniſtry. But whatever Church 
Minifters are to ſerve, they are ſet in the viſi- 
ble Church, ſo that though a Miniſter may not 
intrude himſelf into the Place of another, for 
Intruders are Difturbers ; yet being lawfully 
called, and defired, he may do the Works of 


his Office in any Part of the viſible Church, 


miniſtring the Word and Sacraments, aſſiſting 
in ruling and ordaining. The denying a viſible 


Church, and confining the Office of Miniſters 


to their own Congregations, ſo that when they 


go out of them, they act as Laymen, is plainly 
| 2 


( 
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ne a Device for the taking away an ordained Mini- 
ir ſtry, and bringing in a new Sort of Miniſtry 
ho made by Laymen. But Minifters ſhould be 
e- far from ſuch Principles, and not act as if there 


were as many viſible Churches as there are 
Congregations, and theſe no otherwiſe united 
to one another, than England is to Spain, or 
Morocco, or Japan, as being all in the ſame 
World. As all Chriſtians are baptized into one 
Body, ſo Miniſters are ſet in the Church, which 
is the ſame. And all the Members and Mini- 
ſters ſhould be concerned about, and ſeek to 
promote, at leaſt pray for the Welfare of the 
Whole. The Eyes and Ears, Hands and Feet, 
and all other Members are Parts of the Body, 
neceſſary for the Welfare of the Whole. None 1 Cor. 12. 
can ſay to another, I have no Need of thee. And 14% to 2). 
if one Member ſuffer, all the living Members ſuf- [ 
Tim. WW fer with it; but a Wooden Leg feels nothing, [ 
urch if all the Members ſuffer. Hypocrites can 1 
eaſily bear with, and make Diviſions in the f 
Church, as the falſe Mother could be well con- | 
tented that Solomon ſhould cauſe the Child to be 1 
divided ; but true Chriſtians, and Miniſters 


are all for Peace, and perhaps there are few 
better Evidences of Perſons being Members 
of the inviſible Church, Saints indeed, living 
Members of Chriſt's myſtical Body, than their 
being concerned for the Welfare and Unity of 
the Whole. If cauſing Diviſions in one Con- | 
gregation be the Sin of Schiſm, as fome ſay; | 
larely it is much worſe to cauſe them in many, 1 
and as much as they can in the whole Church 
of Chriſt, But as Miniſters are related to par- 1 
ticular Churches, and the Catholick or whole i 
Church ; ſo they have Authority, if they be | 
fit for that Work, to go into any Part of the [ 
Unbelieving World, and preach the Goſpel, 
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Set,vV. and ſettle new Churches, as Mr. Eliot, and 


could anſwer chis End, or do it ſo well, as that 


J 
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others did in New England. 

But I mutt farther anſwer ſome Obje&ions 
that are made againſt the Being of a Catholick 
viſible Church. 

Obj. 1. If there be an nojvenſal viſible 
Church, * tis reaſonable that there ſhould be 
an univerſal viſible Paſtor, to govern it. 

Anſ. And if they could prove this, they 
would deſerre great Thanks from the Pope, 
and Papiſts. But Chriſt was not of this Mind, 
for he did not appoint any ſuch, and if he did 
not, none may, nor is it needful, uſeful, or 
reaſonable there ſhould be any. Yet Chriſt 
hath not left his Church without a viſible Go- 
verament, for he | hath appointed Elders in 
every Congregation, to govern that Congrega- 
tion; and fo the whole ' viſible Church hath a 
viſible Government, in thoſe that are the moſt 
viſible Parts of it. For though there may be, 
and are many Chriſtians that are of no parti- 


. cular Congregation, nor can be; and the vi- 


ſible Church, as a whole, conſiſts of all pro- 
feſs'd Chriſtians as the Parts, and ſo all the 
Parts taken together make the Whole: Yet 
Congregations are Parts of the viſible Church, 
and the moſt eminent and conſpicuous Parts, 
as Corporations. in a Kingdom. And there 


are great Reafons why thats ſhould be no 


other viſible Government in the viſible Church, 
bur only in the particular Congregations. 

vi J Chriſt's Church was to be in the World, 
and in all the World, and ſo in the Dominions 
of the Kings and Potentates of this World; 
and yet not to leſſen nor eclipſe their Power, 
nor give them Cauſe of Jealouſy that it would. 
And no Form of Government in the Church 


by 


me 


then there are two Catholick 


” 
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by Elders in every Congregation. A Dioceſan 
ruling over many hundred Congregations, 
much more a Metropolitan ruling over ma- 
ny Dioceſans, a Patriarch ruling over many 


Ml'etropolitans, and many Nations, much more 


a Pope ruling over all, would have been for- 
midable to the Kings of the Earth; and Chriſt's 
Religion would have ſeem'd a politick Device 
of the Clergy to ſubdue the World to them- 
ſelves. And the Caſe would not have been 
much different, if the viſible Church had been 
to be ruled by claſſical, provincial, national, 
and ecumenical Synods ; which hath beea the 
unpracticable Device of ſome of late Years. 

2.) Chriſt's Kingdom not being of this World, 
it was not fit or becoming that it ſhould be like 
the Kingdoms of this World, in which there 
are- Rulers, and Courts one above another. 
And there 1s no need there ſhould, as there 1s 


in worldly Kingdoms; becauſe Chriſt the King 
of it is Omniſcient, and Omnipotent ; ſo as no 


worldly Rulers are. His Law. is an univerſal 
Rule, his Spirit an univerſal Agent, Miſſſe vi- 


cariam vim Spiritus Sancti, qui credentes agat, was d 
once an Article of Faith; and he himſelf walk- 
eth in the midſt of the ſeven golden Candle- 
ſticks, i. e. takes the Over- ſight of all his Con- 


gregations on Earth, which he can as eaſil 
do for ſeven Millions, as if there wereſbut ſeven. 
And this will be plain at the great Day, yea, 
and may be now, Rev. 2. 23. So that there is 
no Reaſon why there ſnould be on Earth any 
Governor of the whole viſible C huren. 
O0hj. 2. If there be a Catholick Viſible Church, 
Churches, the one 


. 


Viſible, the other Inviſible. 
Anſ. I have proved, that there is a viſible 


Catholick Church, let them grant that there is 
no 


35 
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41, 42,43. 
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no other Catholick Church; or elſe it will con- 


cern them to anſwer the Objection as much as 
me. And many, that hold with them in other 


Things, grant that there is both a viſible and invi- 


ſible Church; and by Conſequence think the Ob- 
jection may be anſwered, and will tell them how. 

To me it ſeems evident, that when the An- 
gels ſhall gather out of Chriſt's Kingdom, or Church, 
all Things that offend, and them which do Iniquity, 
it will appear that it had in all Ages contained 
in it bad People, Workers of Iniquity, till 
that Time when all ſuch ſhall be caſt into the 
Furnace of Fire, and the righteous ſhall ſhine as 
the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father, And 
thence it follows, that in all Ages, till then, 
there hath been, 1s, and will be a viſible Church, 
containing both good and bad Chriſtians. And 
as the Word Churchis ſometimes taken in fo large 
a Senſe, as to contain all the People of God, the 
whole Family in Heaven, and Earth ; and is divid- 
ed into the Church Triumphant, and the Church Mi- 
litant : So it is taken to ſignify all the People of 


God on Earth, both the Ele&, or true Chriſtians ; 
and called, or profeſs d Chriſtians. Thus the 


Church is diſtinguiſhed into Triumphant, and Mi- 


litant, by the Places where the Members reſide ; 
but the Church Militant is diſtinguiſh'd into the 
Church Viſible, and Inviſible, by the Qualities of 


thoſe that are Members of it, which are fully 
known only to God. He that is a Jeu, or à Chriſti- 


an outwardly, is known to Men; but he that is 
a Chriſtian inwardly, is known to God, and his 
Praiſe is not of Mea but of God. But thoſe that de- 


ny that there is any viſible Church, but a 
Congregation, but earneſtly aſſert an inviſible 


Church, one would think ſhould mean that all 
Chriſtians are true Chriſtians ; but 'tis certain, 


nothing can be further from their Minds _ 
| th1s, 


ORDAINED MINIST Rx. 


this, who ſeparate from all other Chriſtians, 
and will not own their Congregations for Chur- 
ches, nor admit them to the Sacrament, or their 
Children to Baptiſm ; and therefore it is more 
likely that they count their gathered Churches 
to be the only viſible Church, which Chrift 
hath on Earth, or rather the only viſible Chur- 
ches : For they allow there may be, and are, 


many viſible Churches, though not one viſible 


Church. But I think it would be leſs abſurd 
to grant that there are two Catholick Churches, 
than to deny that there is a viſible Catholick 
Church, which the Scripture ſo plainly, and fre- 
quently teaches. 


I have ſhewed, as I think, that Laymen have SeR. VI, 


not Power to make Churches, and rule them, 
and make Minifters ; but that Chrift hath ap- 
pointed that the Miniftry ſhould be continued 
in all Ages, by a ſucceſſive Ordination; and 


that all that the Laity of a Church have to do in 


the Caſe, is to chooſe Miniſters for themſelves, 
under the Preſidency and Guidance of Elders, 


who may ordain them. Hence I think it will 
follow, 


That it is a Fault and Sin to reje& ordained Infer. I. 


Minifters, not for Ignorance, falſe Doctrine, or 
Scandal ; but meerly becauſe they are ordain'd 
Minifters : So it 1s for Laymen to ſet up others 
in Oppoſition to them. 'This the Principles of 
the Browniſts, which take away an ordained Mi- 
niſtry, lead to, and juſtify. But not only all 


in general, that have the Name of Chriftians, 


all Proteſtants, Epiſcopal, and Presbyterian ; 
but the chiefeſt of thoſe called Congregational, 


87 


are for an ordained Miniſtry. Dr. Mather tells 1 c 
us, of thoſe in New England : That ſetting afide A N 


a few Plebeian Ordinations, in the Beginning of the gland, 


World here among us, there have been rarely any l. 5. p. 4% 


Or di- 
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Ordinations managed in our Churches, but by the 
Hands of Presbyters ; yea, any Ordinations, but ſuch 
would be but Matter of Diſcourſe, and Wonder. 
And many, I hope moſt of the Con ional 
among us, have ordained Miniſters. So that 
thoſe that follow the Browniſts, as they are ſin- 
gular, dividing, and ſeparating from almoſt all 
Chriſtians ; ſo I hope they are not many. 


Infer. II. But as it is a Sin for any to be Enemies to an 


ordained Miniſtry, ſo it may appear to be a 
very great and heinous, and dangerous Sin for 
to uſurp the Office of the Miniſtry, without be- 
ing rightly ordained to it; or to join with thoſe 
H HO ˙¹ Ü 

1. What we read in the Old Teftament of 
the Judgments of God on ſuch. Horab, and 


250 others, that preſumed: ro offer Incenſe, 


h they were not Prieſts, were ſlain by 
Fire. Dathan and Abiram, with their Children, 
Cattle, and Goods, were ſwallowed up of the 


Earth; | 14700 of the People that took their 


Parts, ſuddenly died of a Plague; and more 
had done ſo, had not Aaron the true Prieſt, to 
whom they were Enemies, offered Incenſe, and 
made Atonement for them. The Cenſers of 
thoſe, that had uſurped the prieſtly Office, were 
made a covering for the Altar of Burnt-offer- 
ings, to keep their Sin, and Puniſnhment in per- 
Aarons Rod was made 
to yield Buds, and Bloſſoms, and Fruit, and 
kept as a Token againſt the Rebels. 3 
hus the Matter was ſettled at firſt. As a 
Prieſthood was appointed, and a Rule made for 
the Continuance of it; ſo all were warned, by 
ſtupendious Judgments, not to tranſgreſs that 
Rule, nor uſurp that Office. Theſe Things 
| ſhould always be remembred in Goſpel Days; 
the Apoſtle Jude puts Chriſtians in Mind of 


them, 
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them, as being of Concernment to them, when 


he ſpeaks of ſome that periſhed in the Gainſaying 


of Korah. Not only muſt Lay Hraelites, and 


Jews beware that they did not uſurp the Office 


of their Prieſts ; but Chriſtian Laymen muſt 


beware that they do not uſurp the Office of 


Miniſters. ; BY | 
When the Hraelites had, as it may ſeem, 


forgotten that none but the Prieſts might touch 2 Sam. 6, 
the Ark, Uzzah was ſtricken dead for doing 6, 7. 


ſo, in the Preſence of | Dawd, and of all the 
chief Men of 1ſrael. Surely it was a Sin of Ig- 
norance, and Ignorance of a Law which they 
had not Occaſion of a long Time to take Notice 
of; for the Ark had for above 300 Years been 
kept in the Tabernacle, and none came near it, 
but the High Prieſt once a Year. Bur God 
would teach them and us, that his Laws are not 


antiquated, by Mens not knowing, or not ob- 


ſerving them, though for never ſo long a Time. 


Long after this God ſhewed the ſame in puniſh- 2 Chron- 
ing Uzziah, though a King, for preſuming 26. 16, to 
to offer Incenſe, with that dreadful Diſeaſe of 21 
the Leproſy. So he did, after the Captivity, Mal. 3. 8, 
in his Curſe on the Nation, for denying the 9! 1% 11. 


Prieſts their Dues for their Maintenance; 
which is called not a robbing of Man, though 
that be an heinous Sin, but a robbing of God, who 
is infinitely greater, and better. 
We have alſo long before, in the laſt Words 
of Moſes, an Intimation of God's ſpecial Care 
of, and Kindneſs to his Minifters ; and dread- 


he ſaid, ——— They ſpall teach Jacob thy Judgments, 
and Iſrael thy png 8 hi 7 Subſtance, 
aud accept the Work of his Hands ; ſmite through 
the Loins of them that riſe againſt him, and of 
them that hate him, that they riſe not again. 

N Theſe 
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Theſe Things, though ſpoken directly of the 
Prieſts, and Levites in Jrael; yet may be ap- 
1 plied to Goſpel Miniſters. And theſe are by 

Ila. 66. 21. God himſelf called Prieſts, and Leuites I will 
alſo take of them, i. e. of the converted Gentiles, 

for Prieſts, and for Levites, ſaith the Lord, To 
theſe Prieſts, and Levites, i. e. Biſhops and 
Deacons belong the Promiſes made to thoſe of 

old : God will be a Friend to their Friends, and 

, an Enemy to their Enemies. We have, in Jere- 
Jer. 33. miah, a like Promiſe to that in Iſaiah, that as 

*. Chriſt, the Son of David, ſhall always reign over 
the Houſe of Iſrael, the Goſpel Church; ſo there 
ſhall always be Prieſts and Levites, Goſpel Mi- 
niſters, in a conſtant Succeſſion. And of theſe 
we may underſtand the Words of Malachi ; that 
Chriſt ſhall purify the Sons of Levi. Eb 
2.) What we read in the New Teſtament, where 
we have many Promiſes that Chriſt will count 
1 himſelf received, or rejected, as his Miniſters 

1 2 1 are. And a ſpecial Promiſe that be will be with 

5 Mat. 28. the Apoſtles, i. e. with them and thoſe that ſuc- 

20. ceed them, to the End of the World. For it can't be 

applied to all ſuch as Laymen may at any Time 

put into their Places. We have other Places 
in the New Teſtament, which ſnew how much 
Chriſt is diſpleaſed with ſuch as are Enemies 
to his Miniſters, or uſurp their Office. Rev. 
1. Us 2 Cor. 11.15. 1 Cor. 12. 29. Rom. 10. 

15. b. 4. 14. 

Wer. I. And as it is a Sin, and a great Sin for any to 
be Enemies to an ordained Miniſtry; ſo it has 
much of the Will in it. I hope that in many 
it ariſes from an Error in the Underſtanding, 
and is a Sin of Ignorance, and that when they 

ſiee it, they will readily forſake it; and the 

Hope that I have of this, and of preſerving 

others from.it, hath much moved me to en- 

. * deavour 
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People ought not to 
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deavour to convince all that it is an Error, lead- 


ing to a great and heinous Sin. But how much 
there is of the Will in it, may be ſeen by this, 


that they do not think themſelves bound, as 


other Chriſtians do, to ſubmit themſelves to a 
Miniſter, that they may with moſt Conveni- 


_ ence fit under, though he be Congregational, and 


they have nothing againſt him ; but think they 
are at Liberty, and may join themſelves to a 
Congregation many Miles off, or a few of them 
may make themſelves a new Church, and draw 
in as many as they can to join with them as 
Members of it, and make themſelves Mini- 
ſters in it. And how long they may be with- 
out having, or ſubmitting to any Miniſters, 
I know not. But when Perſons a& thus, not 


as bound in Conſcience to ſubmit to any Mi- 


niſters, but as acting on Will and Pleaſure; if 


they err, and fin, there is much of Will in their 


Sin. And their Error diſpoſes and emboldens 
them ſo to fin, and ſeems to have been contrived 
on purpoſe to take People off from a conſcien- 
tious Subjection to any ordained Miniſters, 
Why ſhould they be ſubject to Miniſters, that 
can make Miniſters, and Churches at their 
Pleaſure ? And ſome of the firſt Brouniſts would 
quite take away, not only the Office, but Name 
of Miniſters. The Brethren in one of their 
Churches would appoint one of their Number, 
who was no more counted a Miniſter than any 
of the reſt of them, toadminifter the Sacrament 
at ſuch a Time; and when that was done, he 


muſt return to his Place as a Laymen. How 


needleſs, unſuitable, and abſurd is it for ſuch 


People to pretend to have any Miniſters at all? 
Ondained Miniſters ought not to leave their lofee. IV. 


Work, for they N called to it, and the 


N 2 that 


orſake them; but thoſe, 
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that are Enemies to them ought to forſake their 
Principles, as falſe, and evil, and of dangerous 
Conſequence. If they will not, it is they that 
break the Unity and Peace of Chriſt's Church, 
and cauſe Diviſions; and that will be found at 
laſt to be very evil, and to bring great Guilt. 
We ſhould carefully avoid Extreams. The 
Laus of Chriſt are ſet aſide by thoſe that up- 
hold old Traditions, and ſo they are by thoſe 
that, to go far enough from the former Sort, 


bring in new Inventions. Thus Extreams meet 


at laſt, and both ſides depart from the Simpli- 
city that is in Chriſt, adding to his Laus, 


which are few, and plain. The keeping Faith 


and a good Conſcience, keeping our ſelves in 
the Love of God, and Man, are the great 
Things, and the difficult Things, in the true 
Religion. But Mens Traditions, and Inventi- 
ons have made it much more difficult and intri- 
crate, than God hath made it. | 
Democracy in the Church is not of divine 
Right, for beſides the Abſurdity of it, that it 
is next to Anarchy, and if all be Rulers none 
are; ſo we have ſeen that the Texts, which 
are brought to prove the Power of Laymen, 
do indeed prove the Power of an ordain- 
ed Miniftry. So unhappy have ſome Enemies 
of the Miniſtry been, in chooſing Weapons to 
fight againſt it; and it will be found at laſt, 
that all that fight againſt it, do but wound 
themſelves, e ene n 
Succeſſive Ordination may very juſtly be in- 


ſiſted on, for though ſome have ſtrained it too 


high,, pretending it hath been in all Ages re- 
Ears and uninterrupted ;'yet ſeeing it was 


o in the Beginning, we are to maintain and pre- 
ſerve it as well as we can, and not knowingly 


and willingly to go againſt it, or bring in any 
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other; that 1t may not be irregular or interrupt- 

ed by our Fault, whether it has been ſo in for- | 

: mer Times or no, by the Fault of thoſe that have | 
| been before us. E. 
- Errors, as we have ſeen, draw and follow Inf. VIII. 
one another, as Links in a Chain. Bat the 


e Chain of Errors is an Iron Chain, and Satan | 
RY holds many by it as Priſoners, and hinders them 
e from ſeeing, and 8 in the right Ways of 
t. the Lord. Truths alſo hang together better | 
et than Errors, and they are like a golden Chain ; 
* for Ornament, and of great Worth and Uſe. 
8, All ſhould impartially ſeek Truth, buy it, and | 
th not ſell it, for any Anger, or worldly Intereſt ; 
in and all ſhould carefully avoid Error, for dato 
At uno abſurdo, ſequuntur mille, We have ſeen that 
ue many follow from putting all Power in the 
ri Church into the Hands of Laymen, though 
ri- : have not mentioned one half of thoſe that 
8 | LY | 
' TI will add a Paſſage of Cyprian, which hath 


been often cited, and the Senſe of it much con- 

troverted. And I do it chiefly ſe Dr. Ma-Ecclef. 
ther cites it, with theſe Words ore it : The nay Ga 
Cuſtom of New England | as to Ordinations] can t gland, 

be better deſcribed, than in the Terms which de-1. 5. p. 42. 
ſcribe the Modes of the African Churches : — Apud Cyprian, 
nos et fere per univerſas provincias tenetur, ut Ep. 68. 

ad ordinationes rite celebrandas, ad eam plebem, cui di. Pa- | 
præpoſitus ordinatur, Epiſcopi ejuſdem provinci æ men? 0 4 
proximi qui que conveni ant; & Epiſcopus deliga- | 
tur plebe e 5 que ſingulorum vitam pleniſſime no- 

dit. Quod & apud vos factum videmus in Sa- 

bini college noſtri ordinatione, ut de univerſes frater- 

nitatis ſuſfragio, & de Epiſceporum qui in praſenti4 
convenerant, quique de eo ad vos litteras fecerant, 

judicio, 3 ei deferretur, & manns ei in lo- | 
cm Bafilidis imponerentur, i. e. It is holden among WH 


— 
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and through almoſt all the Provinces, that 
performing Ordinations, all the 


neareſt "Biſhops of the ſame Province ſhould 


come together to that People, for which a Ru- 
ler is to be ordained ; and that a Biſhop ſhould 
be choſen in the Preſence of the People; who 
beſt know how every one [of the Candidates} 
hath lived and carried himſelf. Which Thing 
alſo we ſee to have been done among you, in 
the Qrdination of Sabinus our Colleague, that 
by the Suffrage of the whole Fraternity, and the 
Judgment of the Biſhops, who were met toge- 
ther there, and who had written Letters to you 
about him, the Office of Biſhop ſhould be con- 
ferred on him; and Hands were laid on him to 
put him in the Place of Bafilides [who had been 
depoſed for his Sin.] This Epiſtle was written 
by Cyprian, about A. D. 254. in the Name of 
2 Synod of about 38 Biſhops. We learn from 
it, that every Church had one chief Ruler, who 
was called a Biſnop; and that when he died, or 
was depoſed, all the neighbouring Biſhops came 
together to his Church to ordain another, by 


laying on of their Hands. Tis otherways cer- 


tain that every Church had a Presbytery, or 
Company of Elders (not Laymen falſely called 
fo, but ordained Elders) of whom the Biſhop 
was the firſt, and chief, and had the Chair ; and 


the Elders fat in other Chairs on both ſides of 


him ; the Deacons ſtanding by as Officers un- 
— them. But two Things are much diſputed 
re. 

1. Whether the Biſhops ſtill, even 254 Years 
after Chriſt, were Parochial, or Congregati- 
anal Biſnops? And to omit other Reaſons, it 
+ ſeems likely they were, becauſe fo many of them 
could ſo frequently meet together, at Ordina- 
tions, and in Sy hods. 33 | 
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2. Whether a Biſnop was choſen by the Peo- 
ple of his Church, or by the neighbouring Bi- 


ops? And it ſeems plain, that whoever nomi- 
nared him firſt, as poſſibly ſometimes: the Peo- 


ple did; ſometimes the Biſhops did, and ſeem 


to have done it in the Caſe of Sabinus, by their 
Letters ; yet both ſides, at laſt, agreed on the 
Perſon. Tis three Times ſaid, in this Epiſtle, 


. Plebe praſente, the People were and muſt be pre- 


ſent. We have alſo their Conſent and Teſti- 
mony, and in the Place forecited their Suffrage, 
which if, as ſome ſay, it does not ſignify Vo- 


ting, muſt at leaſt, ſignify applauding, or ap- 


proving the Choice. But if the People of a 
Church did both nominate, and vote; it was 
not a Company of Laymen, that had broken 
away from true Churches, and made them- 
ſelves a Church, in Oppoſition to them, and 
then choſe and made themſelves Paſtors of their 
own Heads; no ſuch Things were done in - 
prian's Time, unleſs by groſs Hereticks. 
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